First Bible Celebration

PARENTS- Educator
This year each of our 3rd graders and their families attended a class to help equip them as they receive their Bibles.  During the class parents choose a special blessing from scripture for their children as they receive their Bibles.  As the 3rd graders are presented their Bibles these blessings will be on the screen. 

Families of this 3rd grade class please stand.

Do you choose this day to love the Word of God?  Do you accept responsibility as your child’s primary faith influencer to impress the truth and love of God on him or her as you live life together?  Do you model a love for God’s Word before your child?

If so say we do.

You may be seated.
CONGREGATION- Clergy
Congregation, will you partner with these parents by praying for them as they lead their children spiritually?  Will you partner with these parents by teaching their children at church and modeling a Christ-like lifestyle in support of what the parents are teaching and modeling?

If so say we do.

3rd graders, when your name is called please come forward to get your Bible.
Present the Bibles to the children.  As each child is presented their Bible, his or her name, their picture, and a blessing chosen by their parents appear on the screen.
RESPONSIVE PRAYER- All

Please join in this responsive prayer.
Congregation: Receive the Word of God.  Learn its stories and study its words.  Its stories belong to us all, and these words speak to us all.  They tell us who we are.  They tell us that we belong to one another, for we are the people of God.

Children: We receive these bibles with our hands, our hearts, and our minds.  Thank you.  We will read and study the Bible together. 

Congregation: We rejoice in this step in your journey with God.  We pray God will guide you, your family, and us as you use this Holy Bible in your home, in your church school classes, and in our worship.  We will learn together and grow in our love for God’s Word. 

Children:  The Word of God is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path.  Thanks be to God. Amen. 
