Goings... and Comings • Spring Garage Sale • Bishop’s Offering
Easter 2016

Volume 2, No. 3

Easter Octag n
The

Severna Park United Methodist Church News

Contents
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Easter Welcome 1
“Stations”
2
Goings...		
3
Garage Sale
4
Palm Sunday Pics 5
Young Adult Group 5
SPAN		 5
ASP Auction
6
UMYF		 6
Bishop’s Offering 7
Blood Drive
7
New Sermons
8
VBS Registration 8

We are so happy to
welcome everyone to
Easter worship with us
this year. It’s always a joy
to worship in a full church
with so many familiar
faces and new friends
among us. The music is
grand, the singing is full,
the kids are adorable and
we get to hear the good
news that “Jesus Christ
Is Risen Today,” to which
there can be no other
response than “A-a-a-a-ale-e-lu-u-ia!”
This year, as in years
past, worshipers will be
invited to come sing the

Hallelujah Chorus at the
close of the 8am and
11am services with our
Combined Choir and
many will come forward,
particularly those who
have sung it previously
with a high school
chorus, a college glee
club, or a church choir.
But this year,
whether you are a singer
or not, whether you
choose to risk standing
in front of the whole
congregation or not,
I invite you to be part
of SPUMC’s Hallelujah
Chorus.
continued on p. 2
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“Stations of the Cross” Moves
Participants

Welcome to SPUMC’s Hallelujah
Chorus (contd. from p. 1)

Our Holy Week Stations of the Cross
exhibit received rave reviews from
members of the congregation and
community alike. As people arrived,
they found the Sanctuary transformed
into a sacred art gallery and a
guidebook led them through a poignant
journey of scripture, reflection and
prayer. Comments included “touching
and thought-provoking,” “the guide
helped spark discussions with my newly
baptized kids,” “great job of including
many different mediums,” “Wow!,” “truly
memorable” and “a sensory-filled Holy
Week experience.” Many thanks to all
the artists who contributed their works:
Michaela Beal, Kiely Bryant, Amanda
Schulkowski, the children of SPUMC,
Leonard Koscianski, Bailey Chasser,
Robustiano Aponte, Beth Deitrick,
Summer Doss, Scott Phillips, April
Doss, Martha Hollidge, Vera Summers
and Karen Guay. And thanks to all who
came, as well.

For many of us, the most famous
version of this Handel piece is the one
performed by the Mormon Tabernacle
Choir. I know that is what I grew
up listening to on our record player
every Easter Sunday and I imagine I
am not alone. Several months ago,
the “MoTab” (a hip new way they are
referring to themselves to connect with
a new generation) launched a special
Easter project: a virtual recording of
“Hallelujah Chorus” that anyone could
participate in. All you needed was to
have a computer with audio inputs and
a camera and the ability to sing along
while a musical score rolled across
the screen that kept you in synch.
Thousands of people responded to the
invitation to be part of the MoTab and
the result is a spectacular, one-of-a-kind
rendition of “Hallelujah Chorus” that
has ordinary people singing with this
world class choir.
While I am disappointed that I didn’t
get my act together in time to meet the
deadline, I am captivated by the project
nonetheless. Its invitational, egalitarian
nature is a wonderful symbol of the
fact that at Easter, all of us – rich and
poor, black and white, Asian & African,
American & European, young and old –
all of us are called to join in the chorus
of those who respond to the message of
resurrection and new life by singing our
hearts out in sheer delight and joy. He
is risen! He is risen indeed! Hallelujah!
Won’t you join the chorus?
Easter Blessings,
Rev. Ron
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Goings... and Comings
Easter Sunday marks the day when we
say “Farewell & Thanks” to Jon Brewer,
our Director of Music and Worship Arts
who is moving on to a Worship Pastor
position at Lakeshore Baptist Church. We
wish Jon & Amanda nothing but the best
in this new chapter of their lives (they’ll
actually be working on staff together!).
The search for a new Music Director
is underway and it is our aim to have
someone new in place by July. If you have
input for the team that is conducting
the search regarding the kind of leader
you think we should look for, contact
SPRC & Search Chair, Todd Popham
toddpopham@gmail.com.

Rev. Carissa Surber to be our new
associate pastor beginning July 1.
Carissa is currently serving as the pastor
of Trinity United Methodist Church in
Odenton, MD where she has led the
congregation through a variety of new
experiences, including intergenerational
worship, missional partnerships, and
a stewardship campaign grounded in a
theology of abundance. Previously, she
served as a pastoral intern at Bethesda
UMC with Rev. Ron and on the summer
program staff at West River Center,
organizing nightly worship services
with diverse groups of clergy and lay
volunteers.

This is just a dress rehearsal for another
big transition that we will be experiencing
come June/July. As we’ve announced
in church and in the last issue of the
Octagon, Rev. Nicole will be moving
to Charleston with her family at the
end of June. Her husband Brian has
just accepted a position in Cardiology
at the University of South Carolina
Medical Center in Charleston, South
Carolina. Nicole will be taking family
leave for the coming year and get to
spend more time at home with Grady
as they make this transition. This is a
wonderful opportunity for all of them
and while we will miss them dearly, we
wish nothing but the best for them. You’ll
be hearing more about Rev. Nicole’s
Farewell Festivities over the next couple
of months.

Carissa is passionate about worship and
authentic engagement with scripture.
From a life in the United Methodist
Church and a heart for service with the
broader community, she believes that all
of life – from the sanctuary to the school,
from the kitchen to the workplace – is
an act of worship. A graduate of Wesley
Theological Seminary, Carissa is married
to Matthew Surber, who serves as the
program director for West River Center,
one of the BWC’s camp and retreat
centers. They live at West River with their
puppy, Maisy. A lifelong lover of nature
and the performing arts, Carissa enjoys
singing, playing piano, hiking, Zumba,
and listening to podcasts.

Simultaneously, it is our joy to announce
that Bishop Matthews has appointed

You can contact Carissa ahead of
her arrival and give her a warm
SPUMC welcome by reaching out at
pastorsurber@gmail.com.
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Palm Sunday Joy!

Young Adult Group
We are a group of folks
in our 20’s and 30’s who
gather each week at the
church for community and
study. We are married and
single, with and without
children, just out of school
and established in our
careers. If you’re looking
for a community of other
young adults to share your
faith journey and ask big
questions with then we
hope you will join us. We
gather on Wednesday
evenings from 6:30-7:30
in the SPUMC Parlor.
Childcare is provided.
Coming up: Each week
during April and May we
will be doing some of our
“Favorite Things” as we talk
about the role that movies
and music have played
in our faith, discuss hard
topics like human sexuality
and how to share your
faith, engaging in several
service projects and of
course gathering around
the table for great food
and discussion. For more
information check us our at
facebook.com/yagspumc or
email Nicole.
Nicole@severnaparkumc.org

Serving People
Across
Neighborhoods
A community
garden is being
established at Our
Shepherd Lutheran
Church to provide
fresh produce to
SPAN clients who
need help feeding
their families. It is
hoped that people
from churches
that sponsor SPAN
have persons who
would like to help
tend the garden
occasionally. If
you are interested
in serving the
poor, loving your
neighbors, and
helping others in
this way, please
contact Alex
McKeague.
lcalx@aol.com
Also, for April SPAN
needs include
boxed potatoes,
jelly, and syrup. All
packaged foods are
appreciated and
put to good use.
Thanks!
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ASP Auction
Thanks so much to everyone who
donated, bid, bought and just showed
up for the ASP Auction on March 20.
Not only was it a really fun evening but
your generosity helped us raise nearly
$13,000 to help support our youth as
they head to Kentucky in July to offer
Christ’s love through relationships and
home repair. Special thanks to Ken
Lohr, beloved returning auctioneer,
Rev. Lee & the whole team that put it
together.

United Methodist Youth
Fellowship’s Busy Spring
UMYF for 7-12 graders has a full
schedule right on through May. Here is a
preview of what’s coming:
Sunday, April 3:
7pm Program Night
8:40pm ICUs
Sunday, April 10:
7pm Sr. High: Recognizing Depression
Mid. High: Welcoming the new 7th grade
8:40 pm ICUs **Retreat deadline!
April 15-17
Senior High Spring Retreat
“Good to Be Alive”
Sunday, April 17:
7pm Program for Middle High. NO ICUs
Sunday, April 24:
7pm Special program featuring
Mr. Dick Steiner, mentalist!!!
8:40 pm ICUs
Sunday, May 1: 7pm
Annual “No-Talent Night”
8:40 ICUs

Coffee House Save the Date
We had so much fun at our Christmas
Coffee House evening that we decided
to do it again! Mark Saturday, May 14 at
6:30pm on your calendars and plan to
join us for a night of great music!
6
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Bishop’s Offering
The Baltimore-Washington Conference of
the United Methodist Church is collecting
an offering in honor of Bishop Marcus
Matthews’ retirement.
Throughout his ministry, Bishop Marcus
Matthews has been led by the love and
imagination of God. As he retires in July
2016, that sense of love and creativity
will live on in an innovative building
project.
We have the opportunity to create
a health and sports complex on the
campus of Africa University. Your gift
will transform the lives of the school’s
2,500 students and honor a man who
has given his life to the ministry of The
United Methodist Church.
We’re challenging every member at
SPUMC to consider making a donation
of any amount. If you happen to belong
to a gym, for instance, you might give a
month’s dues to connect your health and
wellbeing with the students’. Join our
clergy team who have committed to lead
the way in this challenge. We’ll receive
our offering in church on April 10.

Red Cross Blood Drive
The Bloodmobile will be on our parking
lot across from the main entrance of the
church building.
Did you know that your blood donation
can help save the lives of up to three
people? At our last blood drive, 26
persons were able to give, which will
help up to 78 people in our community!
What a great feeling to be able to help in
this way!

The Octagon: SPUMC News

7

Finding Our Way Again

Warm Hearts & Wide Tables

VBS Registration

We begin a new 5-week sermon series
in worship on Sunday, April 3rd that will
help us understand and claim what it
means to be part of the family that calls
itself United Methodist. Of course we’re
Christians first and United Methodists
second, but there are some things that
make us a little bit weird – in a good
way! We hope you’ll join us each week
because whether you are new to the
UMC or have been a life-long member,
our hunch is that you’ll learn some good
(and maybe even surprising) stuff along
the way.

The two week-long sessions of VBS this
year will take place over July 11-15 and
July 18-22. Registration begins April 4.
We’re all really excited about the Surf
Shack theme, and Erica has already
begun collecting donations and props.
severnaparkumc.org/vbs

Donations Needed:
• Surf Boards
• Beach Balls & Small Tubes
• Cardboard Palm Trees
• Sand
• Beach Toys
• Kites
April 3: Warm Hearts & Cool Heads
• Fishing Nets
• Beach Towels
April 10: Amazing Grace & Sort-of-Perfect • Beach Umbrellas with Stands
• White cardstock
April 17: Potluck Dinners & God Talk
• Cereal Boxes
• Keys & Other Small metal Objects
April 24: Muddy Boots & Sore Backs
• Cans- All Sizes
May 1: A Wide Table & A Big Tent
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