Parsonage Sold, Mortgage Gone | Fall Festival | Pumpkin Sales

The

October 2016

Volume 2, No. 9

Octag n

Severna Park United Methodist Church News

Contents
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1
Parsonage Sold
2
Olympic Sign-ups 3
Fall Festival
3
Baptism Class
3
Pumpkin Sales
3
ALL Cathedral Trip 4
ALL Luncheon
4
Christmas Tea
4
UMW Fall Retreat 4
Blood Drive
5
Sisterhood Retreat 5
UMYF		 6
First Bibles		
6
Backpack Buddies 7
Living Well		
7
Memorial Garden 7
Cancer Support
7
Dr. Hopkins		
8
Winter Relief
8
The Ripple Effect

Ripple effects are a
regular part of our lives,
As a photographer, I have too. A simple kindness
begets another; a middle
long been fascinated by
ripples in water. They can school teacher ignites
a passion in a student
create such interesting
who goes on to make
patterns of color and
a significant scientific
shape and it really
discovery; a friend
doesn’t take much to set
introduces you to a friend
them in motion. A stick,
who has a sister who one
a pebble -- even a leaf
day becomes your wife; a
-- drops in the water and
the ripples spiral outward little seed money helps to
get a business started and
exponentially, spreading
it grows to employ 400
energy and life. What
starts off small has impact people. Something is set
far greater than might be in motion and the ripples
flow outward.
first imagined.

The Ripple Effect

continued on page 5
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Ripple Effect
the comined effects of the sale of the
parsonage and the capital campaign
donations have offered us another
route to move toward greater financial
September 25th was a big day in
church. Not only did we give Bibles to 21 solvency (increased reserve and
endowment, no more indebtedness)
of our Third Graders, but Dick Morgan
and left us with only the Fellowship
(on behalf of the Trustees) and Dave
Hall/Kitchen phase of HVAC work yet to
Chaffee (Church Council Chair) were
present to deliver some great news: the be done.
sale of the parsonage was completed on
September 15th, the church mortgage Many thanks to John Taflan and the
has been retired in full (the payoff was Trustees, Tim Krippendorf and the
Finance Committee, SPUMC member
for $418,000) with the proceeds and
Bev Langley who served as our realtor
the excess funds have been deposited
in our Capital Reserve Fund which now and donated her fees, and Dave
McKinney, who spent hours and hours
stands at around $200,000. Largely
readying the parsonage for sale. And
due to HVAC expenses that turned
thanks to all of you for your years of
out to be close to $1,000,000 and
lower than hoped for capital campaign faithful giving to the Capital Campaign,
your vision and support for the sale
income (the original goal was $1.75
million and in the end we raised closer of the parsonage and your ongoing
commitment to our church. We have a
to $1.3 million), we weren’t able to do
lot to celebrate!
all that we had set out to do. However,

Parsonage Sold, Church
Mortgage Gone!
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Thank You for Signing Up!

Baptism Class

During our Olympic sermon series, we
were challenged to be swifter to serve,
reach higher for God, and grow stronger
in Christ together. And our congregation
responded! Over the series, 29 people
signed up to INVITE guests into our
church, 29 people signed up to INVEST
as new leaders, 42 people signed up to
help lead WORSHIP, 118 people signed
up to LEARN in a fall class, and 133
people signed up to SERVE through one
of our many missions projects. Thank
you to everyone who stepped out in
faith! If you’d still like to sign up, contact
Beth Frank. 410-987-4700 or
bfrank@severnaparkumc.org.

If you are planning to have a child
baptized here at SPUMC in the coming
months, you are asked to attend a onetime class prior to the baptism with one
of our pastors. The next class is Sunday,
October 9 at 11am in the Parlor.
Contact Beth Frank in the Church Office
to RSVP and to schedule a baptism
date. bfrank@severnaparkumc.org

Young Adults Are Learning &
Serving

Pumpkin Sales Fundraiser
Our Annual Pumpkin Fundraiser
requires daily sales volunteers for an
hour or more Monday-Friday 11am-7pm
and Saturday-Sunday 9am-6pm. Raise
money for our ministries and meet &
invite customers to our church. Sign up
online. severnaparkumc.org/pumpkin

Calling all 20-somethings and
30-somethings! You’re invited to join
the Young Adult Group (YAG) every
Wednesday evening at 6:30 for study,
discussion, and fellowship. We are
joining in the church-wide Psalms study
this fall and plan to serve together
at Winter Relief this November. Child
care is provided and new faces are
always welcome. Want to find out
more? Contact Rev. Carissa: csurber@
severnaparkumc.org.

Fall Festival
Our Annual Fall Festival will take place
on October 23 from 12-2pm. It will
feature food, pumpkin sales, a bounce
house, and so much more. Come ready
to have fun!
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Ripple Effect

Successful ALL Trip to National
Cathedral
Members and friends of Adults Loving
Life recently visited the Washington
National Cathedral to view and learn
about some of the cathedral’s brilliant
stained glass windows. An excellent
docent provided the history of some of
the windows as well as information on
the years in which various parts of the
cathedral were completed. We visited
on a gorgeous sun-shiny day which
displayed the stained-glass windows at
their magnificent best.

ALL October Luncheon
Lunch will be followed by a fantastic
treat! Our outstanding organist, Nicola
Patterson, will present in the sanctuary
“The Spiritual Lives of 3 Great
Composers”. Come learn about the faiths
of three of the world’s best-known
composers and the contexts in which
they wrote. Bring your listening ears since
we’ll be hearing excerpts of the three
composers’ music.

Sisterhood Christmas Tea
Tickets go on sale Sunday September
25, 2016, for the 6th Annual Sisterhood
Christmas Tea which is being held in
Fellowship Hall on Sunday, November 27,
2016 from 1:30pm-3:30pm. Join us for
an afternoon of food, fun, and fellowship.
This is a wonderful way to start the
Advent Season, signing, loving, and
laughing, with your sisters in Christ.
Tickets are $10. Hostesses are also
needed to decorate tables.

UMW Fall Retreat
The United Methodist Women Fall Retreat at Bon Secours Spiritual
Center, Marriotsville, MD is Saturday,
October 22nd from 8:30am-3pm. Rev.
Enger Muteteke and Rev. Cindy
Burkert is leading and music will be
provided by Terri Bocklund and Courtnee
Tate. Please look for signup sheet in
Fellowship Hall. Carpool available from
the church. Contact: Dianne Netherland
for more information.
dlnetherland@aim.com
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The Ripple Effect
(continued from cover)
Later this month and spilling
into November, we will begin
a new worship series called
“Ripples of Grace.” We will
be exploring our lives in light
of the gifts and possibilities
God has blessed us with.
We’ll be talking about
ripples of generosity,
ripples across generations
(on All Saints Sunday,
in particular), ripples of
influence and abundance
that make our lives rich
and purposeful.

Red Cross
Blood Drive

Additionally, we anticipate
being able to expand our
missional and programmatic
spending in our 2017
budget now that our debt
service is removed (over
$100K annually) and at
the same time build up
our capital and operating
reserves. None of this will
happen on its own. All of
this will only be possible by
the ripples of generosity and
faithfulness that each of us
bring to the table. Please do
your part to let the ripples
flow!

Part of our conversation will
be about the significance of
your giving to and through
our church, both in terms of
your investment in serving
and your financial support.
We are at a very exciting
and important pivot point in
the life of our congregation.
With the recent sale of
the parsonage and the
Rev. Ron
final payoff of our church
mortgage (a little over
$400,000; only a few years
ago our indebtedness
was over $700,000), we
are in position to reduce
significantly or retire
some unified budget debt
(~40K carried into 2016)
that had accrued over the
last 5 years of the capital
campaign by the end of
the year.

Up to 3 lives can
be saved when you
give blood. Donate
blood on October
10 from 2-7:30pm
in Fellowship
Hall. dmckinney@
severnaparkumc.org

Sisterhood Spring
Retreat
Please join us March
31-April 2, 2017 at
Sandy Cove Retreat
Center for our
eighth annual spring
retreat. We will
sing, laugh, dance,
fellowship and
celebrate our love
of Jesus. The cost is
$215.00 & includes
two nights lodging
and four meals. To
register or get more
information please
visit the Nurse’s
table in Fellowship
Hall on Sundays.
dcullis@comcast.net
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Ripple Effect
Coming Up for Our Youth

“First Bible Celebration”

United Methodist Youth Fellowship
The United Methodist Youth Fellowship
is for youth in grades 7-12. It meets
almost every Sunday evening,
7pm, for fun, discussion, and games.

On September 25, twenty-one of our
third graders received their “grown up”
Bible in worship. Third grade is developmentally about the time when children
can begin to truly understand the kinds
of stories found in the scriptures.
It has long been our tradition to present
Bibles at this time.

October 2: Election of Officers plus
goodies and games!
October 9: Program night. “Favorite
T-shirt Night,” plus games

Congratulations to --Kassidy Barstow Molly McCone
Reagan Bridges Arabella McCoy
October 16: Program night
Jacob Broadwater Richard Merritts
Nathan Broadwater Riley Pope
October 23: Program night
Ava Burleson Connor Rayburn
Logan Clarke Lila Sandel
October 30: Halloween Bonfire at the
Kaelin Cservek Duke Sealey
Harden’s (behind the church). Costumes Kate Edwards Mason Van Horne
are optional.
Allyson Jones Danielle Walters
Miles Krippendorf April Wevodau
Super Sixth
Owen Lyons
This special fellowship group is for 6th
graders and their friends only. It helps
Many thanks to Nancy Landers who did
our youngest youth bond with their
calligraphy on each of the name plates
grade, get to know the youth leadership in the Bibles, and to the UMW Heart
and rules, and prepares them for the
Friends Circle for making the beautiful
larger group next year. Super Sixth
Bible covers and bookmarks.
meets a few Sundays per month at 5pm.
October 9: Fun games and Bingo!
October 23: Halloween party and
program, costumes optional.
For questions about youth events,
contact Rev. Lee.
lferrell@severnaparkumc.org
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Backpack Buddies
Backpack Buddies will begin
supporting 23 children this
school year instead of 20.
The school counselor found
herself with 23 students on
her list of children with a
strong need and was trying to
determine what 3 children she
would eliminate. Because of
the continued support of your
prayers and donations along
with the addition of new adult
team members this month
we truly believe that God has
been preparing our ministry
for this increased need and
we were able to reassure
the counselor that we would
provide for all 23 children this
school year.
As we inventory our supply
against our need for the
next month we could use
donations of white or flavored
shelf-life milk, nut packs, tuna
pouches, cracker sleeves of
Ritz or Saltines and individual
service size of cereal.
Again, thank you for helping
us answer God’s call for us
to support the children at
Brooklyn Park Elementary
School.

Living Well Needs Your
Help TODAY!

Memorial Garden
Volunteers

Sadly, we recently had
a break-in at Living Well
on Wilkens. While we are
improving security, we urgently
need your help to restock
the shelves! The following
items are needed as soon as
possible in order to continue
serving the women of Wilkens
Avenue:

Attention all
gardeners! The
Memorial Garden
Committee
is looking for
gardeners to help
maintain our
beautiful garden. It
only takes an hour
or two a month, on
your own schedule
to come and weed
and prune. No boring
meetings - just
helping out with the
plants on your own
time. Please contact
Lynnette Cloughley.
lynnettecloughley@
gmail.com

Body wash
Deodorant
Ladies panties (S/M/L)
Socks
Bottled water
Bags of chocolate
Single-serving frozen foods
(pizza, mac and cheese, etc.)
If you have items to donate,
please contact Michelle
Mohr at 443-848-7707 or
michelle1mohr@yahoo.com
so she can take them up to
the LWOW house. Thank you
for your generosity!

Cancer Support
We had a wonderful
first meeting of our
new Cancer Support
Group. The next
meeting will take
place on October
18 at 7 pm in the
Parlor. Anyone who
is living with cancer,
a cancer survivor
or a caregiver is
welcome to attend.
contact Doris Vose.
Dorisvose2@aol.com
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Honest to God Keynote A Success

Winter Relief

On Wednesday, September 14, we
welcomed Dr. Denise Dombkowski
Hopkins, Professor of Hebrew Bible at
Wesley Theological Seminary, for our
“Honest-to-God” Keynote Lecture on the
Psalms. She challenged us to see the
wide range of the Psalms as a rich and
varied model for prayer that can speak
to us in our pain and in our joy. What a
rich introduction to the prayer book of the
Bible!

In just a few short weeks our church will
again have an opportunity to host Winter
Relief. This is an excellent chance to
serve on a mission right here at home.
We offer shelter, meals, showers, laundry,
warm fellowship and the love of God to
about 45 men and women. There are
many ways you can be involved: serving
as a host, helping with meals, with
transportation, doing laundry, buying
items for the needs list and so much
more. Sign up online. Please consider
serving during this very important week.
If you have any questions you can contact
Carolyn Heim at 410-987-4924.
severnaparkumc.org/relief

Severna Park United Methodist Church
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