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Just Be
I am terrible at waiting.
When it comes to
Christmas, I am great at
planning ahead. Talk to me
in October, and I’ll already
have menu ideas. My
Amazon cart will already
be filled with gifts, and
I’ll have a playlist of my
favorite Christmas tunes
cued up for the drive home
after Thanksgiving. I can
daydream and decorate
with the best of them,
coordinating everyone’s

schedules to set up a
happy holiday season.
But when it comes to
waiting, I stink.
In a way, this is a good
problem to have. After all,
it’s out of sheer joy that I
beg my husband to open
his presents early, simply
because I’m so excited to
give them. But if I’m not
careful, all my excitement
and energy can run right
over my heart in the
season of Advent.
continued on page 5
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Advent theme
The month of December can be pretty
crazy and stressful with all of the things
we try to get done and squeeze in. In
worship through Advent, we are offering
an alternative to the frenetic pace of the
season. You are invited to be in worship
each Sunday for some breathing space,
a time to focus on the things that really
matter, to stop doing and JUST BE.

Advent Devotional
In the spirit of Just Being during the
Advent season, an Advent Devotional
is being provided for your own personal
preparation. This year’s offering features
2
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personal reflections from church
members and staff, that began on
December 1. But there’s no reason not to
pick one up and start using it today!

Carols, Cookies, &
Crafts
Carols, Cookies, and Crafts is a gathering
for families tonight, Sunday, December 4
from 4-6pm. Join us as we sing favorite
carols and Christmas tunes. Delight in
cookies and hors d’oeuvres. (Please
bring a dessert or appetizer to share.)
Craft beautiful Christmas ornaments
and decorations, and come ready to visit
with Santa Claus! Be sure to invite your
neighbors and friends!

December 2016

Women of the Bible
Join us for this free presentation of
“Women of the Bible” by nationally
acclaimed actor Anita Gutschick on
December 5 at 7pm. Anita will dramatize
the lives of three different Biblical
women. Come experience their stories
as they reach across the generations
to touch our hearts and empower us to
face the challenges of our daily lives. You
will laugh with these women, cry with
them, and see yourself in their stories.
Refreshments to follow.

ALL December Lunch
Elva Hurst is a professional artist from
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, who
is reviving the old art of chalk talk. Her
live sketches are an experience you will
never forget!
This Wednesday, December 7, Elva
will present, “Oh, Christmas Tree,” an
experience that highlights Christmas
tree lighting ceremonies at our nation’s
capital. A moving speech from the heart
of Ronald Reagan reminds us of the true
meaning of Christmas.

Advent Angel Tree
Live generously this Christmas season
by fulfilling a need from the Advent Angel
Tree. The tree went up in Fellowship
Hall on November 27. Take a card from
the tree and make a child’s Christmas
brighter through our Backpack Buddies
ministry, get a present for a child living
on Wilkens Ave., help Heaven’s Kitchen

provide warm food for the Brooklyn
Community and more. This is a great
opportunity for families to participate in
missions together during Christmas.

Christmas Music
Sunday
During Sunday morning services on
December 18 we will be treated to a
wonderful worship experience led by
our music department, featuring music
inspired by Christmas traditions from
around the world.

Blue Christmas
At 4pm on December 18, you are
invited to our first “Blue Christmas”
worship service. This special service
is designed especially for those who
find the Christmas season to be a hard
time as they deal with grief or loss. You
are invited to a service of healing and
hope in the sanctuary. Through music
and prayer, we will reflectively celebrate
Emmanuel, God with us.

Heaven’s Kitchen
Christmas Eve
On Saturday, December 24, volunteers
and guests will gather for a special
Christmas meal at Heaven’s Kitchen (our
meal ministry in Brooklyn, MD). We need
all the help we can get to make this meal
hospitable, grace-filled, and tasty. If you
would like to volunteer, contact Kathryn.
kathn104@aol.com
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Sunday Morning
Worship
December 4: Just Be Patient
Isaiah 40:1-11, 28-31 &
Matthew 3:1-12
December 11: Just Be Open
Luke 1:26-38

Christmas Eve
We offer five different worship services
on Christmas Eve for people of all ages.
Chilren are welcome at every service,
though families will find that our 3 and
5pm services are especially geared
towards kids.

3pm: Family Service (Toddler &
Preschool Children)
December 18: Just Be Together
• Carols, stories, and informal pageant
Luke 1:39-56
• Glow stick candlelighting
Featuring Christmas music from 		 • Relaxed and Participatory
around the world
5pm: Family Service (Elementary
December 24: Just Be Amazed
School Children)
Luke 2:1-20
• Christmas pageant featuring our 2nd
Worship at 3, 5, 7, 9, & 11pm
graders
• Carols & glow stick candlelighting
December 25: Just Be Playful
• Brief Christmas message
Worship at 10am
7pm: Contemporary Christmas Service
• A mix of traditional & contemporary
Christmas &
Christmas music
new Year’s Day
• Carols & candlelighting
On December 25, join us for relaxed
• Christmas message by Rev. Ron
worship on Christmas Day at 10am as
we linger in the Christmas celebration.
9pm: Traditional Christmas Service
On New Year’s Day, we will also have one • Music by a brass quintet, bells, &
worship service at 10am.
Christmas choir
• Carols & candlelighting
Candle Lighters
• Christmas message by Rev. Ron
We are looking for families, couples,
singles, or groups of friends to light the
Advent Candles each Sunday morning of
Advent, and Christmas Eve. Contact Rev.
Lee. lferrell@severnaparkumc.org
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11pm: Traditional Christmas Service
• Music by a brass quintet, bells, &
Christmas choir
• Holy Communion & candlelighting
• Christmas message by Rev. Carissa

December 2016
Just Be (continued
from cover)
My heart does not need
another appointment; my
heart needs room to beat.
In the book of James, the
writer urges the church to
wait patiently for Jesus’
return. He reminds them of
how farmers wait for their
crops to grow, “patiently
letting the rain do its slow
but sure work.” He urges
them to keep watch, staying
“steady and strong,” ready
for Jesus to arrive at any
moment (James 5:7-8).
I remember watching my
sister grow lima beans
for a science experiment
when she was in middle
school. It was a great deal
of work, learning just what
those plants needed: she
set up dozens of small
pots, watered the soil, and
monitored their progress.
But mostly, it involved
waiting. Watching. Trusting
that something was
happening under the soil. It
was tedious and frustrating,
as those lima beans stayed
hidden under the soil. Yet it
was only after weeks of time
and space that those little
beans began to sprout. They
had to have time to just be
in order to grow. For most of

us, waiting for crops to grow
is a thing of the past. Yet
scripture tells us that this
is what Advent is all about:
waiting for Jesus to come.
Watching for Jesus to move.
Trusting that something
is happening inside our
beating hearts.
This Advent, I invite you
to make room to just be.
Maybe it means skipping
a tradition so you have
time to just be still. Maybe
it means postponing the
decorating so you can
just be patient. Maybe it
means leaving some time
unplanned, to just be open
to God’s movement. Maybe
it means replacing some
gifts with experiences, so
you can just be together.
Maybe it means starting a
new tradition of lighting the
Advent wreath and reading
scripture together before
bedtime to just be amazed
at the wonder of Christmas.
It’s easy to get sucked into
the frantic pace of preparing
for Christmas. Yet, the only
thing we truly must do to
prepare is to just be with
God. Let’s make room for
our hearts to grow, beating
in time with God’s song.
It will be worth the wait.
grace & peace,
Rev. Carissa

Sisterhood Spring
Retreat
Please join the
Sisterhood Women’s
Ministry, March
31-April 2, 2017 at
Sandy Cove Retreat
Center for our
eighth annual spring
retreat. We will
sing, laugh, dance,
fellowship and
celebrate our love
of Jesus. The cost is
$215 and includes
two nights lodging
and four meals. To
register or get more
information please
visit the Nurse’s
table in Fellowship
Hall on Sundays.
dcullis@comcast.net

UMW Pecan Sale
Be sure to get your
$10 bags of pecans
in Fellowship Hall on
Sundays from the
United Methodist
Women.
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Never Alone
Our new cancer support group,
Never Alone, offers support to all
people affected by cancer: patients,
survivors, friends of cancer patients,
and caregivers. The next meeting will
be December 20 at 7pm in the Parlor.
This faith-based support group utilizes
discussions, inspirational articles, lots of
listening, a few tears, and laughter.
Contact Doris Vose for more information.
dorisvose2@aol.com

Connections Class
Want to know more about SPUMC? Or
perhaps you’re ready to take the next
step and become a member here. In
either case, you are welcome to attend
the Connections Class on January 8 at
11am in the Parlor. A pastor will both
be on hand to answer questions and
help you figure out how you can connect
to some of our ministries. Childcare is
provided. bfrank@severnaparkumc.org

Baptism Class
If you are planning to have a child
baptized here at SPUMC in the coming
months, you are asked to attend a onetime class prior to the baptism with one
of our pastors. The next class is Sunday,
January 15 at 11am in the Parlor.
Contact Beth Frank in the Church Office
to RSVP and to schedule a baptism date.
bfrank@severnaparkumc.org
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Sisterhood Christmas Tea Photos

December 2016
all the shelters I have been
in you have made me feel
the most comfortable and
The Winter Relief mission in
welcome at your church.”
our church just ended and
Other guests told us how they
we would like to thank the
were shunned and judged by
300 plus volunteers that
many people, but our church
participated and put in over
volunteers and members
1300 hours to make the
Winter Relief week a success. treated them warmly,
respectfully, and accepted
We not only provided our 43
guests a place to sleep, three them for who they were and
meals a day, snacks, laundry the situation they were in.
services, sewing repairs,
Our volunteers served
transportation to jobs, and
them with their hands, feet,
showers but were able to fill
hearts, and time, but most
clothing needs and provide
both dental services (Dr. Dave importantly they loved them
as Jesus would have loved
Deitrick and Lori Schaefer)
them. This is truly what Winter
and barber services. Our
Relief is all about. Not only
guests played bingo, were
were the guests blessed in
entertained by our very own
many ways, but our entire
Mentalist, Dick Steiner,
attended a Bible study led by church was blessed. If you did
Nancy Landers, listened to the not get a chance to participate
Praise Band, were entertained in the Winter Relief Mission
this February, please consider
by Josh Bennett and Chris
getting involved in the future.
Dillard on guitar and by the
Please put the following
singing of our youth group.
Several of them attended their week of Winter Relief on your
calendars: February 6–13,
first bonfire with S’mores at
2017. We would ask you to
the home of Deb Harden.
keep all of the homeless
population in your prayers.
But Winter Relief goes way
beyond this. I think it was
Thank you,
summed up perfectly by
several of our guests who
Carolyn Heim
stated “You welcomed us in
Pam Sherman
and made this our home.”
Another guest told us “I have
never been in the Winter
Relief program before but of

Winter Relief Thanks

100 Buckets in
100 Minutes
Save the Date!
On January 22,
our Volunteer in
Missions team is
leading a “100
Buckets in 100
Minutes” challenge
to pack supplies that
will go to areas in
need of flood relief.
Come to Fellowship
Hall between
worship services on
January 22 to serve!

You’re Invited to
Serve
Sign-ups for our
February week of
Winter Relief will
begin on January 8.
This is a great way
to share God’s love
with our unhoused
neighbors right here
at our church.
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Just Be
Scenes from Winter Relief, November 2016
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