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Jesus Said What?
I love the Sermon on the
Mount. It is full of such
familiar and comforting
passages, sort of a
“Greatest Hits of Jesus”
section of Matthew’s
Gospel. There is talk of
blessing and comfort for
those who mourn and for
those who are humble
and pure in heart. There’s
encouragement to not
be consumed with worry
because God cares for us
more than the lilies of the

field (which are looking
quite good!) and the
sparrows of the air (tiny
birds who find sustenance
to live and thrive). And
there is familiar and
inspiring language that
calls us to be the light of
the world and the salt of
the earth, to bring out the
God-colors of the world
and to add flavor by our
faithful living.
(continued on page 7)
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Mom’s Connect

Parenting forum

A group of moms gathers to grow in faith
and support one another at 6:30pm on
the 1st & 3rd Thursday of each month.
Childcare is provided. Upcoming topics:

The Severna Park community is
sponsoring an excellent forum for
parents on Friday, February 24 at 6pm at
the Community Center.

• February 16: Keeping Love Alive
• March 2: How to trust God with your
children
• March 16: The Family that plays
together stays together

The purpose of this extremely informative
and helpful program will be to support
parents as they navigate our changing
world, and to support our kids as they
develop skills for coping and resiliency.

Our featured speaker is Dr. Anna Meuller
from the University of Chicago. She is
Never Alone
a professor who did an in-depth study
Families who are battling cancer, caring on teen suicide in Severna Park and
for cancer patients, and cancer survivors surrounding communities.
can find support at Never Alone. Next
meeting is Tuesday, February 21 at 7pm. Parents, please make time for this
enlightening and helpful presentation.

Youth (UMYF) News

Sunday, February 5: Morning - Souper
Bowl of Caring, Evening - NO MEETING.
Enjoy the Super Bowl.
Sunday, February 12: 7pm - Singing for
Winter Relief guests, 8:40pm - ICU
groups
Friday, February 17: 8pm - Lock-In! Stay
tuned for details
Sunday, February 19: 7pm - Groupbuilding Night, 8:40pm - ICU groups
Sunday, February 26: 7pm - Annual
Girl/Guy Faceoff, 8:40pm - ICU groups
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Adults Loving Life (ALL)
2017 Trips
Adults Loving Life (ALL) has three fun
trips planned for 2017:
• May 23: Boat trip to view Blue Angels
Demonstration (tickets are limited,
don’t wait!)
• July 19: “Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat at Toby’s
Dinner Theater of Columbia
• Oct. 9 to 12: Multiday trip to Finger
Lakes region of NY
Please pick up the 2017 ALL Trip Packet
in Fellowship Hall for trip details. Contact
Lou Kamm for more information.
lkamm@severnaparkumc.org

ALL February Luncheon
Come to the ALL luncheon on February
28 to hear Rev. Lee, our resident expert
on teens, share her experiences with
youth, how they’ve changed in recent
years, and what we might be able to
learn from each other. Sign up in the
Fellowship Hall for fellowship, a great
lunch, and “What Today’s Youth Need
Most” presented by Rev. Lee Ferrell.

Connection & Baptism Classes

Kindness Kitchen Needs Cooks
Kindness Kitchen, a ministry providing
meals to folks from our church recovering
at home from a hospital stay, is in need
of some volunteer cooks. Volunteers will
occasionally prepare and deliver a meal
to the home of one of our members. To
help us in this caring ministry, or for
more information, please contact Amy
VanVeelen. avanveelen@gmail.com

If you are interested in joining SPUMC,
you are invited to attend a Connections
Class, March 12 at 11am in the Parlor.
The class offers a chance to ask
questions and connect to our ministries.
If you want to have a child baptized
at SPUMC in the coming months, you
are asked to attend a one-time class
with one of our pastors. The next class
is Sunday, March 19 at 11am in the
Parlor. Contact Beth in the Church Office
to RSVP to either class. Childcare is
provided. bfrank@severnaparkumc.org
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Appalachia Service Project
(ASP) Organizational Meeting

Thanks from Volunteers In
Mission (VIM)

A meeting to lay out the important
information regarding this summer’s
trip with the Appalachia Service Project
(ASP) will be held Wednesday, February
15 at 7pm. We will discuss cost, dates,
training, and other critical information.
Anyone interested in going on your first
ASP trip, and especially parents of youth
should plan to attend.

The Volunteers In Mission thanks our
congregation for helping us to assemble
100 Flood Buckets in fewer than 100
minutes! Because of your enthusiasm
and help, we have sent needed supplies
along with your compassion to help
flood victims who have experienced
catastrophic loss. Our prayer is that the
people who open these buckets will feel
God’s love and comfort in their need.

The Appalachia Service Project is a
relational and home repair ministry with
and for the poor of Central Appalachia.
It is primarily for high school youth, but
adult leaders are needed as well. In a
week, we send out work teams to do
repair work on families’ homes and
have the extraordinary opportunity to
meet these people and experience their
culture. Talk to Rev. Lee or anyone of the
people who have been on this mission
trip before if you have questions, and
check out their website: asphome.org
If you are interested in going but cannot
make the meeting, please let Rev. Lee
know! lferrell@severnaparkumc.org

SPAN Needs
People of our congregation often ask
what is needed most in the food pantry
at SPAN. Right now, the answer is simply
syrup and jelly to go with the peanut
butter and pancake mix already donated
by many generous people during the
holidays. If you care to donate, the
baskets are located in Fellowship Hall.
4
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Did you enjoy serving? Please join
Volunteers in Mission at our next meeting
on Monday, February 27 at 7:15pm in
Room 301 as we discover how else we
might serve God’s people in this world of
need. Contact Patti for more information.
pgcoman@aol.com

Volunteers in Mission (VIM)
Trip to Salt Lake City, UT
The VIM team has been very busy
planning a mission trip to the UMCOR
West facility in Salt Lake City, UT. The
facility serves as a resource to assemble
and store UMCOR emergency supply kits.
The trip will take place October
28-November 4 (the week before Winter
Relief which starts on November 6),
and there are opportunities to prepare
emergency kits, sew infant jackets, and
work in the Methodist Thrift Shop or Food
Co-op. For more information contact Mel
Merrit. mailmerritt@gmail.com

February 2017

Flood Bucket Photos
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Mind the Gap
We had quite a year at Severna Park
UMC, full of life and service in the name
of Christ. We welcomed close to 300
children at our Vacation Bible School,
sold the parsonage and retired two
mortgages and held a first-ever Stations
of the Cross Art Exhibit during Holy
Week. We continued to define ourselves
by our missional outreach, experienced
moving worship throughout all the
seasons of the year and grew together
in faith through a wide-range of small
group studies. We have so much to be
grateful for and excited about, all due to
your faithful investment in the life of our
church both personally and financially.
But while most things were hopeful and
positive in 2016, one thing was puzzling.
We experienced an unexpected drop off
in giving during November and December
and this has resulted in a fiscal year
2016 deficit of around $38,000 on a
budget of about $1.4 million.

That is where you come in. I invite you
to join me in this effort (along with
others from our Leadership Team) by
considering making a one-time gift to
help us address the 2016 budget deficit.
Holly and I believe deeply in the ministry
and direction of our church and are
committing the first $500 to the “Mind
the Gap” Offering that will be taken
on February 19. Many of you are in a
position to match what we are doing,
some of you might feel called to give
more, and all of us can do something.
We will hold this appeal open through the
end of February to accommodate those
who may not be present on the 19th.
There is no pressure to contribute if you
are not able or are not inclined to do so;
this is truly an invitation.
I think it is important that we “Mind the
Gap” now, especially after experiencing
several years of small deficits during our
recent Capital Campaign. I am confident
that we can and will make a significant
difference in our congregation’s financial
health as we begin a new year of ministry
together. Many thanks for all that you
give and do to make our church a place
of compassion, love, service and joy in
the name of Jesus Christ.

Your leadership team is taking action to
try to better understand this financial
change and taking steps to address
it. The first step will be to revisit and
scale back our recently passed 2017
budget in a responsible way. Additionally, Rev. Ron & the SPUMC
Leadership Team
we are making a one-time appeal to
address a significant portion (or all!) of
this deficit so that we start the year on
better financial footing and continue to
fund missions and ministries as fully as
possible in 2017.
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Jesus Said What?
Reading John for
(Continued from Cover) Dear Life
But there are also hard
words, too: don’t lust, don’t
be angry, don’t call your
brother or sister a fool
(where was that last one
when we needed it during
the last election?). Don’t be
fake when it comes to your
faith (you hypocrite!), don’t
store up earthly treasures,
don’t judge others when
you’ve got your own stuff
to deal with. Love your
enemies and pray for those
who attack you. Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, the inspiring
pastor and theologian of the
German Confessing Church
during WWII turned to the
Sermon on the Mount and
found what he famously
called “costly grace,” a
grace that challenges us to
be fully who God created
us to be in relationship with
each other even though it is
terribly hard.

Lent is just around the
corner. We will begin
with services throughout
the day on March 1, Ash
Wednesday, and then
launch into our theme,
“Reading John for Dear
Life,” that Sunday. In John’s
gospel, Jesus is presented
first and foremost as the
Life-giver and we will see
how his encounters with
individuals – Nicodemus,
the paralyzed man at
Bethsaida, the woman
at the well and others –
transformed their lives and
revealed more fully who
he was. We are planning a
number of small groups that
will meet during the season
for adults and children and
we are looking for people
willing to host some of them
in their homes (contact Lee
if you might be interested,

We’re turning to these
texts from the Sermon on
the Mount during February
and we invite you to be in
worship with us to see what
it was that Jesus said and
how these words might still
shape our lives. I can’t help
but think that we’ll all be
blessed if we do. After all,
that’s the keynote of the
sermon.

Stay tuned for more details
online, in the next Octagon
and in the weekly inserts.

Sisterhood Spring
Retreat
Please join the
Sisterhood Women’s
Ministry, March
31-April 2, 2017 at
Sandy Cove Retreat
Center for our
eighth annual spring
retreat. We will
sing, laugh, dance,
fellowship and
celebrate our love
of Jesus. The cost is
$215 and includes
two nights lodging
and four meals. To
register or get more
information please
visit the Nurse’s
table in Fellowship
Hall on Sundays.
dcullis@comcast.net

lferrell@severnaparkumc.org).

Pancake Supper
Come enjoy the Scout
Pancake Supper on
February 28, 5:30-7pm. $6
for adults, $4 for children
ages 5-12.
The Octagon: SPUMC News
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Lots of Love for Sierra Leone

Massive thanks to so many of you
who made contributions to help
support the work of the Jane Hartranft
Memorial Primary School for Girls and
Trinity UMC in Moyamba, Sierra Leone.
This generous outpouring amounted
to just under $7,000 to help Rev.
Jane Lahai and her colleagues in
their important work. Wow! We
are continuing to explore how we
might enter into a more sustained
relationship with the school & church.

Severna Park United Methodist Church
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