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Finding Our Way to Easter
During Lent, we’ve been
Finding Our Way Again
through an exploration of
what it means to follow
Jesus in the Way that he
came to teach, embody
and invite others into.
It is a way of life, a path
more than simply a set
of beliefs, that overflows
with forgiveness and
grace, mercy and justice,
love and compassion.
We’re paying particular
attention to some of the
practices that keep us on

the path like prayer,
lectio divina and
radical commitment
to our neighbors. It all
culminates later this
month during Holy Week
when we experience The
Way of the Crowd on
Palm Sunday, The Way of
the Servant on Maundy
Thursday, The Way of
the Cross on Good Friday
and most joyfully, The
Way of Life on Easter
Sunday.
continued on p. 3
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Holy Week
Palm Sunday, March 20
• The Way of the Crowd

Maundy Thursday, March 24

Maundy
Thursday
Transportation
Need a ride but
don’t drive at night?
If you would like
a ride to the Holy
Thursday service,
contact Bette
MacWilliams at
410.647.2883

Memorial Garden
Cleanup
We will be hosting
a Garden Cleanup
on March 12, 8am12noon. Bring your
rakes, tarps, and
gloves and help us
make the church
look nice for Holy
Week!
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• The Way of the Servant
• Rev. Byron preaching
• Service at 7pm

Good Friday, March 25

• The Way of the Cross
• Stations of the Cross art
experience
• Services at Noon & 7pm

Easter Sunday, March 27
• The Way of Life
• Services at Sunrise, 8am,
9:30am & 11am
• Breakfast served between
Sunrise & 8am services

a special Stations of the
Cross art exhibit/worship
experience that is being
planned for Holy Week.
The pieces themselves do
not necessarily have to be
“religious” in nature but
should tie in thematically with
the moods, emotions, and
drama of the stations of the
cross (loss, purpose, passion,
forgiveness, mother/son
relationship, abandonment,
grief, fatigue, justice/
injustice, capital punishment,
We still have space for artists love, sacrifice, etc.). Please
to submit paintings, drawings, consider submitting.
ron@severnaparkumc.org
sculpture, photography
or other pieces of art for
Holy Week Art Exhibit
Beginning Sunday evening,
March 20 after the ASP
auction, the Sanctuary will
be open at posted hours
during Holy Week (most days
& evenings) for prayer and
meditation centered. Come
meditate and pray with the art
and accompanying scriptures
as your guide. We will be
intentionally weaving the art
into our 7pm Good Friday
service. Please join us.

March 2016

Holy Week
Finding Our Way to Easter

Easter Eggtravaganza

Continued from p. 1

The Easter Eggstravaganza is Saturday,
March 26 from 9-11am. Come and join
us as a family for games, crafts, and
treats. An egg hunt will happen at 10am.
Please bring a basket. If it is rainy all
activities will be inside. If you would like
to help hide eggs Saturday morning at
8am, please contact Erica Benjamin.
ebenjamin@severnaparkumc.org

You’re invited to continue this journey
with us through the unfolding drama
of Christ’s passion as we wave palms,
gather for an intimate meal & worship
service in Fellowship Hall on Maundy
Thursday and experience a unique
Good Friday service full of art, prayer,
reflection and meditation. On Easter,
we’ll celebrate the resurrection and the
promise of new life in Christ beginning
with our Sunrise Service in the garden
and all through the rest of the morning. If
you’re still seeking to find your way again,
please join us – it helps to have some
fellow travelers on the road.
Palm Sunday
Palm Sunday is Sunday, March 20.
During worship there will be a procession
with palms. At 9:30 and 11am the
children will process into the sanctuary
with the palms celebrating Jesus’ entry
into Jerusalem. Please plan to arrive 10
minutes early to Sunday School. Children
will come with their classes into the
sanctuary and return to their classes to
conclude Sunday School.

The Octagon: SPUMC News

3

Finding Our Way Again
Winter Relief Recap
The Winter Relief mission in our church
recently ended and we would like to
thank the 250 plus volunteers that
participated and put in over 1300
hours to make the Winter Relief week
a success. We not only provided our
43 guests a place to sleep, three
meals a day, snacks, laundry services,
sewing repairs, transportation to
jobs, and showers but were able to fill
clothing needs and provide both dental
services (Dr. Dave Deitrick) and barber
services. Our guests played bingo, were
entertained by our very own Mentalist,
Dick Steiner, listened to the Praise Band,
were entertained by Josh Bennett on
guitar and by the singing of our youth
group. They were also able to attend an
employment networking session run by
Sean Wise and John Nicodemus, a Bible
study led by Nancy Landers and an AA
meeting run by Jason Main.
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various locations and so much more.
One guest upon seeing Pastor Ron one
morning stated “There is nothing better
than seeing the pastor first thing in the
morning. Hallelujah!”
Our volunteers served them with their
hands, feet, hearts, and time, but most
importantly they loved them as Jesus
would have loved them. This is truly what
Winter Relief is all about. Not only were
the guests blessed in many ways, but
our entire church was blessed. If you
did not get a chance to participate in
the Winter Relief Mission this February,
please consider getting involved in the
future. Please put the following weeks
of Winter Relief on your calendars:
November 7–14, 2016 and February
6–13, 2017. We would ask you to keep
all of the homeless population in your
prayers.

Thank you,
Carolyn Heim & Pam Sherman
But Winter Relief goes way beyond this. I Winter Relief Coordinators
think it was summed up perfectly by one
of our guests who stated “Your church is
more than a church, it has become our
home” and by another guest who stated
“We like this church as they treat us like
family and never talk down to us.” Other
guests told us how they were shunned
and judged by many people, but our
church volunteers and members treated
them warmly, respectfully, and accepted
them for who they were and the situation
they were in. One guest stated “I have
had strangers here show me more love
than my own family has.” Our pastors
were all involved as they helped set
up, cook meals, transport guests to
The Octagon: SPUMC News
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ALL March
Luncheon
The next ALL
luncheon will
be Tuesday,
March 22nd, and
features Mike
Blackstone, a local
bass-baritone
soloist. He will
fill your soul with
joy as you listen
to this gifted and
talented performer.
Sign up now in the
Fellowship Hall.

Kairos Ministry
Kairos Prison
Ministry needs
Men Volunteers for
weekend retreat
in Maryland
Correctional
Institution at
Jessup, April 28May 1. Contact
Reid Reininger for
details.

reid@
severnaparkumc.org
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connection and ministry with the Living
Well on Wilkens community as well as
Asbury-Town Neck UMC in Severna Park.
Please continue to pray for my family
and me as we begin our journey again
with you and we will continue to pray
with and for each of you.
Christ’s Peace,
Rev. Enger Muteteke

Conference Summer Camps
Greetings Severna Park UMC
Hi everyone! I greet each of you in the
wonderful name of our Lord, Jesus
Christ. My family and I are thrilled to
be worshipping and serving among all
of you again! I previously served on
staff at Severna Park UMC from 2006
until 2008 as the Assistant Minister of
Evangelism and Visitation. I was recently
commissioned as a Provisional Deacon
at Annual Conference in May of 2015.
When you have an appointment beyond
the local church as a deacon, you must
designate a secondary appointment
in which to serve in ministry in a local
church.
My fulltime work is with Lutheran
Volunteer Corps in Washington, DC as
the National Program Director. I will
be serving at SPUMC as my secondary
appointment in the following ways:
participating in worship leadership,
teaching and leading some studies and
discussion groups on social issues, and
working with pastoral staff to create
opportunities for intentional points of
6

The Octagon: SPUMC News

The Baltimore-Washington Conference
hosts a variety of fun camping
experiences at two separate camp sites
in the area.
West River Center is in Churchton,
MD. Included in its offerings are general
discovery camps, sailing camps on all
levels, theater camp, and grandparents
camp. Camp Manidokan is in
Washington County, very near Harpers
Ferry, WV. They sponsor adventure
camps, horseback camp, explorer camp
and a sign language camp. For most
camps, children should be entering
grade 3 and up.
Brochures with the complete schedule
are available at the Grow in Faith Corner
in Fellowship Hall.
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Vacation Bible School
This summer’s VBS will take place July
11-15 & 18-22, 1-4pm for children who
are 3-years-old as of September 1, 2015
through children going into 5th grade.
Registration begins April 4, 2016
at 9am with online registration &
payment options available. The cost
is $30/child. Also, over 75 volunteers
are needed each week. ebenjamin@
severnaparkumc.org

Included in this year’s offerings are:
• 8 hours of labor at your home
• “Dessert of the Month”
• hand sewn doll clothes
• vanilla buttercreams
• teeth whitening kit/dental hygiene visit
• crab soup
• chocolate angel pie
• hand sewn “Maryland” placemats
• two Lularoe outfits
• Williamsburg weekend for the “Grand
Illumination”
• AND MANY MORE!
Perhaps you have a service or item you
would like to donate. All proceeds go
directly to sending our 90 volunteers to
do home repair and relational ministry in
Kentucky.
It is a great evening of good fun,
complete with desserts, beverages, and
childcare at no expense! Plan now to
attend on March 20!

ASP Talent/Service Auction
Our annual fundraiser for the youth’s
Appalachia Service Project is Sunday,
March 20 at 6pm. There will be many
services and items up for bid. Some will
be available to take that night and some
you will need to call for if you are the
lucky bidder.
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“For everything there is a season, and a time for every
matter under heaven.” Ecclesiastes 3:1
As the days slowly grow warmer
and the Easter lilies bloom in the church
garden we will also be entering a season
of transition at SPUMC. It is with hope,
excitement and a tender heart that I
announce my family will be moving to
Charleston, SC where Brian has accepted
a new job at the Medical University of
South Carolina. We are excited about
this opportunity for our family but we
have heavy hearts as we prepare to leave
what has become a beloved home and
church family in SPUMC. This transition
will happen July 1 and the Bishop and our
District Superintendent are already hard
at work discerning which new Associate
Pastor will be joining our team to serve
our thriving congregation.
We will also be facing a transition
in our music staff as Jon Brewer has
accepted a worship pastor position at
Lake Shore Baptist Church in Pasadena,
MD. Jon has been a much loved Director
8

of Music at SPUMC and he will be
greatly missed. He goes forth with our
blessing as he answers a call to be more
involved in pastoral leadership while
using his gifts for both contemporary
and traditional worship music. There
will be a celebration of Jon’s ministry on
Palm Sunday in the Fellowship Hall after
the 9:30 and 11am services. Jon’s last
Sunday at the helm will be Easter Sunday.
As we enter into this season of
change please know that “I do not cease
to give thanks for you as I remember you
in my prayers,” as it says in Ephesians
1:16. Serving alongside you for the past
8 years has been an honor and a great
joy. There will be time for saying goodbye,
reminiscing and giving thanks, but for
now, join me because there is still so
much more great ministry to be done!
Grace and Peace,
Rev. Nicole
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