
As a preacher, I pay a 
lot of attention to the 
world of advertising. I 
am curious about what 
perceived (or fabricated) 
“need” that advertisers 
are tapping into to sell us 
their products. There are 
persistent themes that 
run across the industry 
that show up in varying 
forms: living the good 

(wealthy/successful) life, 
go for gusto (think beer 
ads), seek excellence 
(in body, mind and 
spirit) or simply, “Here’s 
something ordinary 
that you really do need 
and ours is better than 
anyone else’s” (could be 
toilet paper, motor oil or 
grass seed).
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Fellowship Clubs Picnic
Join us for our Fellowship Clubs End-of-
Season-Picnic together at West River 
Center, Sunday June 4 after church. 
The $7 cost includes retreat fees for the 
Center. Look for the sign-up in Fellowship 
Hall each Sunday during May; the 
deadline is May 28. 
 
All of the Fellowship Clubs small dinner 
groups are invited to celebrate together 
at the picnic we hold at the close of each 
season. Current members, please feel 
free to invite others to join in the fun, too! 
Additionally, we especially invite those 
to come who want to learn more about 
this small group ministry or who are 
considering joining the Fellowship Clubs 
when we start up again in the Fall. The 
more the merrier! 
 
Kick back, dress casual and relax with 
this fun gathering in a beautiful location. 
Children are welcome.  
 
The picnic location is a covered pavillion 
that is handicapped accessible. We 
have use of the adjacent pool, too. We’ll 
bring and grill hamburgers, hotdogs and 
chicken. Each Fellowship Club small 
group will choose together what to bring 
as their contributions to complete the 
feast. (YES, we hope that includes the 
homemade ice cream that this picnic is 
famous for!) Carpooling is encouraged for 
the 40 minute drive to West River. 
 
For more information about the picnic 
or about Fellowship Clubs, call or email 
Dixie Catlett. 202-270-7632 
dixiecatdc@gmail.com

Youth (UMYF) News
Sunday, May 7  
7pm: Senior Share Night and Meet the 
Freshmen. 8:40pm, Final ICUs! 
 
Sunday, May 14 
NO meeting — Happy Mothers Day 
 
Sunday May 21 
5-8:30pm: End-of-the-Year Banquet! 
Delicious dinner served by alumni, then 
thank-yous, awards, recognitions, and a 
slide show of this year! 
$12.00 per person. Dress is tie for guys, 
nice dress for girls.

Sunday May 28 
7pm: Start of Summer MYF — games, 
sports, hanging out, and special events 
during the summer 
 
YAG Summer 2017
A few highlights of what the Young Adult 
Group has planned for the summer:

May
Picnic at Kinder Farm Park 
Wednesday, May 10, 5:30pm 
Cost: $6/car

Paint Night at Muse Paintbar 
Friday, May 26, 7:30pm 
cost: $40 // sign up by May 24

June
Bowling at Severna Park Lanes 
Sunday, June 4, 7pm 
cost: $15

Baysox Game with Fireworks 
Saturday, June 17, 6:30pm 
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Finance Status Review
A letter accompanied the 2016 annual 
giving statements that discussed 
SPUMC’s financial status. Of course 
we all celebrated after paying off the 
mortgages last year and welcomed 
the opportunities that opened to 
Severna Park United Methodist Church. 
Unfortunately, we have seen a small 
downturn in giving relative to last winter. 
Our letter promised three things: Reduce 
the already approved budget to account 
for anticipated reduced income (we 
reduced the 2017 budget by $55,000); 
research the “why” as to the reduced 
giving; and finally to raise money to 
“Mind the Gap.” Thanks to you, Mind 
the Gap closed out last year’s deficit 
with an income exceeding $35,000 for 
November and December. 

We’re now tracking income to determine 
if reduced giving was a temporary 
anomaly or constitutes the new “normal.” 
It is exceptionally difficult to determine 
the “why” when folks don’t often say 
anything when they reduce giving for 
personal reasons. Perhaps some folks 
reduced giving since we no longer need 
money for mortgage? We know some 
folks have moved away from the area. 
The last five months have witnessed an 
oftentimes emotional, political change. 
We know that there have been changes 
around the church in the last six months 
and change is not always embraced.
All that said, we are continuing to look 
at data to rule out what we can. It is a 
difficult task when we remain dedicated 
to safeguard the privacy of people’s 
tithes and offerings.

SPUMC continues to be blessed with 
a gracious, giving congregation. We 
are certainly in no danger of financial 
hardship. On the contrary, we are 
financially strong on the whole. We 
simply need to balance expenses with 
anticipated income, which right now, is 
down over the last few months. Please, 
continue to pray for our church, our 
missions and ministry, our programs 
and our wonderful staff. In the event 
you have some insight to the “why” 
question above, please talk to one of 
the lay leaders so we can continue to 
understand our situation and make 
appropriate, smart decisions on behalf of 
our congregation.

God Bless and thanks to all of you who 
do so much to make this a living church!

David Chaffee, Chairman, Church Council
chaffeed@verizon.net

Never Alone
Our cancer support group, Never Alone, 
offers support to all people affected by 
cancer: patients, survivors, friends, and 
caregivers. The next meeting will be 
Tuesday, May 16 at 7pm in the Parlor. 

SPUMC Softball Schedule
May 7: Cypress Field #1 at 3:30pm 
 
May 14: No games scheduled 
 
May 21: Elvaton at 2pm
 
May 28: No games scheduled
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Maundy Thursday
Thursday, April 13, will include a meal 
at 6:30pm and an experiential worship 
service at 7pm in Fellowship Hall 
including optional stations for prayer, 
footwashing, and communion.

Good Friday Cantata
On Good Friday, April 14, we will have 
special evening worship at 7:30pm  
(new time!) featuring Christopher 
Walker’s “The Passion of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ According to John.” The 
work features choir, organ, & dramatic 
readings that focus on Christ’s Passion. 

Easter Eggstravaganza Egg Hunt
Join us as a family on Saturday, April 15, 
9-11am for an egg hunt, games, crafts, 
and treats, rain or shine! Please bring 
a basket. If you would like to help on 
Saturday morning at 8am, let Erica know. 
ebenjamin@severnaparkumc.org

April 16: Easter Sunday
 6:30am  Sunrise Service
 8am  Early Service
 9:30am  Contemporary Service
 11am  Festival Service
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Our New Mission
For several months, your Church Council 
and leadership team have gathered to 
discuss the vision for Severna Park 
United Methodist Church. After 
considerable discussion about where 
we thought we should be headed, we 
resolved the new mission statement: 
Love, Serve, Follow: Walking in the 
way of Jesus. We believe this to be an 
accurate and active view of our church, 
both who we are and who we would 
like to become. We value your active 
participation in promoting our 
new mission!

In concert with the new mission, we 
resolved a set of Core Values that we 
believe are both strengths and goals of 
our church community. We are blessed to 
have an active and gracious leadership 
team who are willing to discuss, consider, 
and make improvements with regard to 
our core values and mission

We are always interested in feedback 
from our church members, friends, 
and guests. There is always room for 
improvement! Please don’t hesitate to 
let us know what is on your mind, good 
or bad, especially about these changes. 
Open dialogue and discourse is the best 
way resolve differences, and we’d love 
the opportunity to speak with you further 
about anything. Let us know how we can 
serve you better.

David Chaffee, Chairman, Church Council
chaffeed@verizon.net

Best of Severna Park
The Severna Park Voice does an annual 
reader’s poll for the “Best Of” in Severna 
Park in various areas.

We are proud to announce that 
Severna Park United Methodist 
Church was awarded “Best Church 
in Severna Park” and Rev. Lee 
Ferrell was voted “Best Religious 
Leader” for 2017!

Of course it’s not our goal to 
seek accolades as we do ministry in the 
community, it is nice to be recognized for 
staying true to our mission. Thanks to all 
who voted. Be sure to check out some of 
the other winners!

Congratulations, Annie!
Congratulations to Annie Mitchell, an 
active member at SPUMC whose First 
Class Gymnastics trio recently took 2nd 
place at an international gymnastics 
meet in Las Vegas. As a result, they 
have all been invited to represent their 
country on the US National team at an 
international competition in Geneva, 
Switzerland in late May. Way to go, Annie! 
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Holy Week & Easter Photos
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Core Values
Together we...
• Live Fully 
• Welcome Openly
• Worship 

Authentically
• Teach Creatively
• Listen Deeply
• Speak Honestly
• Encourage Warmly
• Pray Constantly
• Walk Humbly
• Forgive 

Completely
• Give Generously
• Love 

Unconditionally
• Serve Joyfully
• Follow Faithfully

Tips for Including 
Kids in Worship
Encourage kids 
to participate in 
worship! 
Share the peace of 
Christ with them 
Show them the 
scripture in the Bible
Draw a picture of 
what they see and 
hear in church
Let’s help our 
children experience 
God.

Words to Live By 
(Continued from Cover)

  Companies spend billions 
of dollars to market their 
wares and we are daily 
barraged with ads from 
our TVs and smart phones. 
It’s always been important 
to create memorable tag 
lines and in this time in 
history when we suffer from 
shrinking attention spans, 
marketers know that they 
have limited windows into 
our hearts and wallets. 
Whatever the message is, 
it has to be succinct and 
“sticky.”  The fewer well-
chosen words, the better.

This was part of my 
message to the church 
leadership team over 
our last 6 months of 
discernment together. 
We read and discussed 
scripture and we prayed; 
we talked about the life of 
our church past, present 
and future; we considered 
our vision for the kind of 
community we would like 
to be. And collectively, we 
searched for and sifted 
through strong words, 
faithful (but not too 
“churchy/insider”) words, 
core words, memorable 
words that could both 
anchor and launch us 
forward in ministry. And 
here’s where we landed: 
Love. Serve. Follow.

In a world that is full of 
bigotry, acrimony, and hate, 
we choose to love. In a 
world that bends us toward 
self-absorption, we choose 
to serve. In a world that 
tempts us to travel easy 
roads that lead nowhere, we 
choose to follow the way of 
Christ. These words will help 
guide our ministry. We pray 
they might give direction 
to your everyday life, too. 
We’ve added a tag line that 
reinforces and clarifies our 
mission statement–Walking 
in the Way of Jesus–that 
you’ll occasionally see 
accompanying Love. 
Serve. Follow. 

Additionally, we’ve named 
the core values that help 
create a picture of the kind 
of community we seek to be 
as a church. These phrases 
are both descriptive and 
aspirational; we hope they 
will motivate us to be our 
best even if we are not fully 
“there” yet. You’ll begin to 
see these values on the 
walls of the church, on 
T-shirts, and in other forms 
that you might take home 
with you. You’ll find them in 
the box on the side panel.

Join us in our mission to 
Love. Serve. Follow. These 
simple words that really can 
lead us to the good life!

Be God’s. Rev. Ron
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From the Music Director
Wow! What a blessed and full Holy Week 
we had! It was such a rich season of 
learning, fellowship, and worship. Thank 
you to our pastors, staff, and volunteers 
for all your work in making worship a 
blessed and meaningful experience for us 
all. Special thanks to the music ministry 
team for your sacrifice and commitment 
to making the best music possible. And 
thank you to the entire SPUMC 
church family, for being such a loving, 
welcoming, and supportive congregation.  
Interested in joining our team? Whether 
you sing, dance, play an instrument, like 
running media, have a desire to learn, or 
just need a group to fellowship and pray 
with, we would love to welcome you to 
join us. Any of these contacts will be glad 
to help you and answer any questions you 
might have about their areas of ministry.
Peace and love,
Chris Dillard, Music Director

Adult Choirs and Praise Bands:  
Chris - cdillard@severnaparkumc.org
Adult and Children’s Bell Choirs: 
Mary - ma.tosten@gmail.com  
Children’s Choirs:  
Joanna - joanna_ostrowski@verizon.net
Cherub Choir and Media Volunteers: 
Paul - pford@severnaparkumc.org      
Special Music and Soloists: 
Nicola - npatterson@severnaparkumc.org
Sound Tech and Production Volunteers 
Clint - cmurray@thecatsbox.com

Spring Coffee House
You are invited to a casual evening 
of music, coffee, and fellowship this 
Saturday, May 13 at 7pm. Bring a dessert 
to share, and come ready to enjoy some 
fantastic singing. Contact Chris for more 
info. cdillard@severnaparkumc.org


