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Welcome to Rev.
Carissa Surber

MD where Matthew is the
Program Director.

Carissa begins her
ministry at SPUMC on July
1 as our newest Associate
Pastor. For the past two
years, Carissa has been
serving as the pastor of
Trinity UMC in Odenton.
During her time at Wesley
Theological Seminary,
Carissa also worked
alongside Rev. Ron as an
intern at Bethesda UMC
for a year. She and her
husband Matthew live on
the grounds of West River
UMC Camp in Churchton,

The SPRC us planning
several informal dessert
gatherings for Carissa to
get to know members of
the congregation better
and vice-versa. So far,
there is one scheduled
for August 26, 7 pm at
the home of Beth & Rick
Howard and one at the
home of Merrie Phillips &
Glen Duke on September
16, 7pm. More information
and details about these
and other gatherings will
be in the bulletin insert
and online so stay tuned.
continued on page 5

The Octagon: SPUMC News

1

Transitions

Tears & Cheers: Nicole’s
Farewell Weekend
Rev. Nicole’s Farewell Weekend was
a huge and bittersweet success that
included a cookout, great music, a visit
from two geckos and the REAL Doctors’
Housewives of Charleston (thanks to Jill,
Lori & Lee for the heavy dose of humor
to mix in with our tears!), a beautiful
original piece of music composed by
Nicola Patterson and performed by the
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SPUMC Combined Choir, a playful parody
of Coldplay’s Viva la Vida by Rev. Ron
(“She Used to Rule Our World”) and an
inspiring final message from Rev. Nicole
on what she has learned about being a
pastor over the last 8 years here at our
church. Many thanks to everyone who
contributed to the festivities in any way,
especially Sandy O’Donnell & the SPRC
for all the coordination.
Thanks, too, for all the generous gifts
that have come in so far for Nicole’s
Farewell Gift and the donation to Living
Well on Wilkens. We have been able to
contribute of $4500 to Living Well!
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Transitions
New Music Director, Chris Dillard

Summer Study Options

We’re so excited to announce our new
Music Director, Chris Dillard. Chris
comes to us from Uvalde, Texas, a
small town in the southwest part of the
state, where he was the worship leader
for First UMC. Chris has over 10 years
experience with both contemporary
and traditional worship styles, leading
bands and choirs for many years.
He has expertise in the equipment
and technology involved in worship
services, and writes original songs and
arranges music for worship. He received
his education from Louisiana State
University.

“When Helping Hurts”
Have you ever wondered if all of our
service and mission work hurts more
than it helps? The Missions Committee
and our new pastor, Rev. Carissa, will be
hosting a short term study on the book
“When Helping Hurts” on Wednesday,
July 20 at 6pm. All are welcome to
attend! Contact Rev. Carissa for more
info. carissa@severnaparkumc.org

Chris will be joining us in early August,
so be sure to welcome him when he
arrives. And, if you want to make him
feel extra welcome, join one of the
choirs!
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Summer Women’s Bible Study
A 6-week summer women’s Bible study
will be offered on Tuesdays 9:30-11a &
7-8:30p from July 5-August 9, using the
study guide “Living a Life of Balance.”
We hear from experts that we need
proper rest, nutrition and exercise,
but we also need spiritual balance.
How do we manage all of that and the
challenges of daily life? This study will
help us get there. Book is $7; childcare
provided. Sign up in Fellowship Hall!

July 2016
Welcome Carissa (cont)
YAG is also hosting a “Getto-Know-Carissa” Potluck at
the home of Tracy Emersen
8221 Daniels Purchase Way
Millersville, MD) on July 8
from 6-8:30 pm. RSVP to
Tracy emmersen97@gmail.
com. This will be Carissa’s
first official YAG gathering
as your new pastor so be
sure to come out and get to
know her. Bring a dish to
share and a friend. We are
working on childcare for the
house. Keep an eye on your
email for more YAG summer
gatherings to come!

Fellowship Clubs

Nametags, Nametags!
It will be a huge help to Rev.
Carissa as she begins to
settle in among us if you
can make a concerted effort
to wear your nametags over
the next several months.
Of course, we’d love for you
to wear them all the time
but these early days will be
especially critical. Thanks
so much for your part in
helping Carissa get to know
our congregation better.

Safe Sanctuaries
We’re looking for a couple of
detail-oriented people to be
part of our Safe Sanctuaries
team. The time commitment
is manageable (1-2 hours
every few weeks in the
office), but the service you’ll
provide is invaluable as we
all work together to keep
our children safe. Contact
Beth Howard if you are
interested.
ephoward5@gmail.com

Food, fun, and
fellowship – what’s
not to like?
The Fellowship
Clubs of our church
welcome new
members as they
begin a new season
this fall. The clubs
are small groups of
adults who meet in
each other’s homes
to share a meal.
The hosts prepare
the entrée, others
bring a side or
dessert. The group
can also meet in a
restaurant. They
are simply social
gatherings and a
great opportunity
to make new
friends in a relaxed
atmosphere.
Several times a
year the Fellowship
Clubs meet
together.
Young or Youngat-Heart, singles
or couples, all are
welcome. For
more info, please
contact Pastor
Byron at bbrought@

severnaparkumc.org.
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Transitions
Congratulations Graduates!
Congratulations and best wishes to this
year’s college and grad school
graduates.

Tyler Holt: BA in Music, Methodist
University
Garrett Klingensmith: BS from Wilkes
University, going on for a doctorate in
Pharmacology

Casey Kriebel: Doctor of Veterinary MedJessica Harden: Associates Degree in
icine, from the Virginia-Maryland
Regional College of Veterinary Medicine Transfer Studies, Anne Arundel
Community College
Andy Kriebel: Masters in Mechanical
Ashley Gray: Associate of Arts Degree
Engineering from MIT.
from Anne Arundel Community College
Andrew Graber: Master of Arts in Law
and Diplomacy from Fletcher School at
Tufts University
Noah Kiehle: Masters in Sports
Management from American Public
University
Sara Schulkowski: BS in Environmental
Science from the University of Maryland
Kelly Parker: BS in Mechanical
Engineering from the James Clark
School of Engineering, University of
Maryland
Janey Dike: BA in Broadcast Journalism
with a concentration in English,
University of Maryland (December)
Tara Cuzzart: BA in American Studies,
with an Elementary Education
Certificate, UMBC
Lauren Kiebler: BS in Pre-Professional
Zoology and Psychology, Ohio Wesleyan

6

The Octagon: SPUMC News

July 2016
Appalachia Service Project
Our 2016 ASP Team of youth and adults
heads to Knox County, Kentucky this
Saturday, July 2 for the 36th consecutive
year of serving as part of the Appalachia
Service Project. Please keep the team
members, the families that they will
serve and the entire community in
your prayers. And check back on our
Facebook page for regular updates on
their progress throughout the week.

August Sermon Series
August Sermon Series: Join us for a fiveweek sermon series beginning August
7 centered on the Olympic motto, titled
“Citius, Altius, Fortius.” Stay tuned for
more details.

Cancer Support Group
Several folks at SPUMC are considering
forming a cancer support group to help
meet the many needs of people who
are facing cancer themselves, or to
help family members and caregivers
Adults Loving Life Theater Trip
understand the needs of patients.
On Thursday, July 28, ALL will have lunch Likewise, cancer survivors may benefit
at Deep Creek Restaurant followed by an from a group to gain support for the
many issues they may be facing. The first
afternoon matinee of “Almost Heaven:
Songs of John Denver” at Infinity Theater meeting will likely be in early September.
Email Rev. Byron for more information.
in Annapolis. Contact Dawn Cullis for
bbrought@severnaparkumc.org
tickets. DCullis@severnaparkumc.org
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Surf Shack VBS
Surf Shack Vacation Bible School 2016
begins Monday, July 11 & July 18.
Each week we will be hosting almost
150 children, for a total of 300 kids.
Pray that these kids learn about God’s
abundant love through 5 water based
stories: Creation, Moses and Miriam,
Jesus’ Baptism, Calming the Storm, and
Breakfast on the Beach. And pray for
our over 100 volunteers who make VBS
possible.
If you want to participate in these great
weeks, we will be decorating the church
on Sunday, July 10th right after church
and would like help with the ice cream
socials Friday (July 15 & 22) 2-5pm.
8

Severna Park United Methodist Church
731 Benfield Rd. Severna Park, MD 21146
410.987.4700 | severnaparkumc.org

