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Fantastic Five-0
What a joy it was
to take part in the
Big Five-O weekend
at SPUMC! Returning
clergy, staff and
friends, lots of laughter
and a few tears,
and the lifting up of
so many significant
moments in the life
of our congregation
made for a really rich
and warm anniversary
celebration.
Our thanks
go out to the 50th
Anniversary Committee
and all who worked so
hard to make 2015 a
memorable year in the
life of our church with

special presentations,
displays, and all of the
events of our Big Five0 weekend, including
the gala dinner and
program, worship,
and festival. Kudos
to Tracy Prettyman,
Dottie Johnson, Kerri
Webber, Carl Seaman,
Vicki Callahan,
Becky Ponder, Julie
Moundalexis, Karen
Myers, Cecil Wells,
Karen Baumbach,
Dawn Cullis, Sue
Gerberich, Diane
Dodson, Candi Wise,
Joy Stow, Colette
Mesich, and Nancy
James.
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Big Five-0
Weekend

Kindness Kitchen
Thank you for all your
responses. We are
pleased to announce
that Amy Van Veelen
has stepped up to take
on the Director’s role
for Kindness Kitchen.

UMYF (Youth)
Leadership
Congratulations to
the following, who
were elected to be
this year’s UMYF
leadership team:
Senior High
Pres.: Tommy Parker
1st VP: Delanie
Colborne
2nd VP: Logan Dill
Jr. VP: Jansen Dike
So. VP: Sawyer Phillips
Fr. VP: Luke Glagola
Secretary: Emily
Schemmel
Middle High
Pres.: Becky Brittell
8th VP: Emily Wilson
7th VP: Jack
VanVeelen
Secretary: Bronwyn
Patterson
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We raised $181.24
in the dunk booth at
the Big Five-0 Festival.
This money is going
toward missions.
Did you enjoy the
50-year-old dessert
recipes? You can
find them online at
severnaparkumc.org/
recipes
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Winter Relief
The Winter Relief ministry was
first approved by the Missions
committee in 2011. The ministry is
offered in partnership with Arundel
House of Hope (AHOH). AHOH is
a non-profit organization that has
been providing housing assistance
for the poor and homeless of Anne
Arundel County since 1992. Our
church is one of approximately fifty
local churches that will provide
shelter and spiritual support for a
week to homeless men and women
from October to April.

of our guests who stated “Your
church is more than a church, it
has become our home.” Other
guests mentioned how they were
shunned and judged by many
people, but our church volunteers
and members treated them warmly,
respectfully, and accepted them
for who they were and the situation
they were in.

Our volunteers serve them with
their hands, feet, hearts, and
time, but most importantly they
loved them as Jesus would have
loved them. We would love for you
to volunteer to help us meet the
needs of our friends and neighbors
We hosted our first Winter Relief
week in February 2012. Since then coming to us for help. Sign up in
the Fellowship Hall today!
we have served as a Winter Relief
church five different weeks and
are scheduled for Winter Relief
during the weeks of November
9–16, 2015 and February 15–22,
2016. We offer a place to sleep,
three meals a day, showers,
laundry, warm fellowship, and the
love of God to about 35–40 men
and women. We have also been
able to expand our program each
time and are now able to offer
dental services, barber services,
sewing repairs, and fill the clothing
needs of our guests. Our guests
have been entertained by several
musical groups, a magician, and
have attended a job networking
session in our church.
During this ministry we have over
175 volunteers from our church
involved each week and put in over
1200 hours to make the Winter
Relief week a success. But Winter
Relief goes way beyond this. It
was summed up perfectly by one
4
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to see “A Christmas
Carol” at the Majestic
Theatre in Gettysburg,
PA. Tickets are $100
per person and include
a delicious lunch at the
Dobbin House Tavern.
Please see Dawn Cullis
The Pumpkin
or email her by Sunday,
Patch Is Back
October 25 so you can
be part of this great
This year’s Pumpkin
holiday experience.
fundraiser is October
dcullis@
12-31. Monies raised go severnaparkumc.org
to our church General
Fund and the Navajo
ALL (Adults
Indians in New Mexico
who grow the pumpkins. Loving Life)
This is also an excellent November
opportunity to introduce Meeting
neighbors from the
community to SPUMC.
It’s time to sign up
We need volunteers
for the November 17
during operating hours meeting of ALL (Adults
of Monday-Friday
Loving Life). We hope
11am-7pm and
you will plan to join us
Saturday-Sunday
in the Fellowship Hall
9-6pm. Please help
at 12noon for a time
one or more hours, the of fellowship, a potluck
same schedule each of lunch, and an oldthe 3 weeks, or as often fashioned hymn sing
as you can. Sign-up now led by our Music and
online. Contact Reid R. Worship Arts Director,
for more information.
Jon Brewer. Look for
reid@severnaparkumc.org the sign-up sheet in
severnaparkumc.org/
the Fellowship Hall
pumpkin
beginning October
18. Plan to bring your
leftover Halloween
ALL (Adults
candy to give to our
Loving Life)
soldiers being greeted
Christmas Trip
by Operation Welcome
Home at BWI airport.
ALL (Adults Loving
Individually packed
Life) has a few seats
snacks are also
still available for the
welcomed.
December 10 bus trip

Praise with the
Clanging Cymbal
We are currently
seeking out a
substitute drummer
for our 9:30am
services. There is
a need even if you
can only play once
in a while. Please
see Jon Brewer with
questions or for
more information.
We’re also looking
for substitute bass
guitarist. jbrewer@
severnaparkumc.org

All Saints Sunday
On November 1st,
join us in worship as
we remember and
give thanks for loved
ones who have died
during the past year.
We invite you to bring
a photo (in a frame)
of a friend or loved
one that you’ve lost
to place on the altar
as an act of worship
during the service.
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Garage Sale Recap
As I said last year, and the year
before, and the year before that, I
am always amazed at the number
of items we get. I was not surprised
that we got about 15-20% fewer
items than we usually get but,
I believe that the shoppers on
Saturday stayed longer and bought
a higher percentage of the things
we had. We had a lot less leftover
to put on the Amvets trucks. We
are lucky to live in an area where
so many people are blessed with
an abundance of things and are
willing and eager to give them to
us to sell. Such a huge number of
people contribute to our success.
Since we received fewer items this
time it enabled us to get our work
done earlier on Friday. That was a
very comfortable feeling. Usually
we are wondering if we will ever
be done the prep time so we can
shop. With so many people helping
we did it early! Being able to set
up early Wednesday and receiving
items earlier on Wednesday night
really made a big difference. The
sorters and distributors starting
Wednesday night made it possible
to get right to work on Thursday.
Our new drop off and distribution
system continues to work week.
Changing the final drop off time to
2pm also had a positive impact.
New this year: The hiring of an
off duty police officer to mange
Benfield Road, security vests
for parking lot workers and
cashier security, a furniture room
(commonly known as the choir
room), new craft area around the
corner from where it was before,
6
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and an addition of a new black cart
for houseware and craft delivery.
The success of the Garage Sale is
critical to the mission work of our
church. It enables us to reach out
to people right here, in Baltimore,
around the country, and around the
world. We have two trips planned to
UMCOR in Pennsylvania and Utah,
an organization that prepares for
future needs in emergencies. We
are currently planning next year’s
mission projects. The friendship
and camaraderie we feel as we
work together on the sale is only
surpassed by the fellowship of
helping others on such projects. I
am so proud to be a part of it all
and thank all of you for being there
to make it a success.
This fall we made about $19,800.
This money is set aside for mission
projects, and 214 different people
worked on the sale.
Thanks for everything you do.
—Gwyn Linthicum
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Restocking SPAN

Octagon Submissions

In early fall SPAN’S shelves need
restocking with staples. Please
consider donating any of these
basics: cereal, jelly, pancake mix,
canned fruit, spaghetti sauce,
boxed potatoes, canned meat,
mixed vegetables, toilet paper,
soap, toothpaste or other toiletries.
The donation box is in the
Fellowship Hall.

Have a story for the Octagon? We
love to hear what God is doing
in and through the ministries of
SPUMC. To submit something
for the Octagon, or just to give
general feedback, email Ryan,
the Communications Director.
Submissions must be received
two weeks prior to publication
(the next Octagon is scheduled for
November 15).
ryan@severnaparkumc.org

Charge Conference
The annual Charge Conference
for Severna Park UMC will be
held at Asbury-Townneck UMC on
Wednesday, October 28 at 7pm.
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