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Dear Members & Friends
of SPUMC,
A third-grade teacher
in Dorchester,
Massachusetts, won a
$150,000 cash prize last
year in a contest from
Capital One but rather
than keep the money,
Nicole Bollerman decided
to donate it back to her
school. Beth Hughes, a
stay-at-home mother in
Oklahoma, was about
to pay the grocery store
cashier $214 for food for
her family’s Thanksgiving
dinner last November
when a customer tapped
her on the shoulder and
said, “Ma’am, I’m going
to pay for your groceries,”
swiped her credit card and
then left. When the Detroit
Free Press ran a story
about the daily commute
of James Robertson that
had him walking 21 miles

and taking two buses
to get to his factory job
where he earned $10.55
an hour, a 19-year-old
college student started
a crowdfunding project
on GoFundMe.com to
buy Robertson a car, and
donors ended up giving
more than $350,000.
The common thread in all
of these stories is radical
generosity: generous
hearts, generous actions,
generous lives. As one of
your pastors at Severna
Park UMC, almost every
day I am privileged to
see firsthand people who
have taken the life-giving
message of Jesus to heart
and who actively look for
ways to give themselves
away in love and service.
This takes on so many
forms.
continued on page 4
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Is Love Alive?
Advent Theme
Operation
Welcome Home
A personal note
from someone
who cares is very
meaningful to
soldiers returning
to the United States
from their duty
stations overseas.
Please stop by the
Fellowship Hall and
pick up one or more
packets of Welcome
Home cards. It only
takes a few minutes
to write a short note
of thanks, but the
impact is significant
to those who receive
them.
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Advent 2015

Our theme for
Advent this year is
“Is Love Alive?” Keep an
eye out for a full listing of all
our holiday offerings in our
upcoming Advent brochure.
Advent begins on November
29 this year.

Advent Studies
During Advent we are
challenged to slow down,
reflect, and wait for the holy
day that approaches while
simultaneously we are busy
getting ready for the holiday
that approaches. Holding the
busyness and the stillness,
the somberness and the joy,
the holidays and the holy
days in a delicate balance
throughout the Advent season
is the focus of our Christian
education classes this year.
Adults are encouraged
to read From Holidays to
Holy Days by Albert Holtz.
This daily devotional study
by a Benedictine Monk
helps us to see that every
holiday moment whether it
is hanging Christmas lights,
making a Christmas list, or
sending Christmas cards is
an opportunity to experience

what is holy
and sacred
about the
season of advent.
Daily readings
will be discussed
in classes offered at a
few various days and
times; watch for sign ups in
Fellowship Hall and online.
If you cannot attend a class,
we encourage you to get the
book and read it on your own
or with your family.
Families are also encouraged
to experience holy moments
in the busy holiday schedule.
Free copies of Love Life Live
Advent: Make Room for the
Manger by Paula Gooder
and Peter Babington will
be available in Fellowship
Hall for all families. Each
day of Advent experience
a holy moment with your
family as you prepare for the
holiday. Children will have an
opportunity to learn about
the church’s holy seasons
of Advent, Christmas, and
Epiphany in a class on
Wednesdays, December 2,
9, & 16 from 6:30-7:30pm.
Please sign up in Fellowship
Hall.

November 2015

ALL November Hymn Sing &
Christmas Trip
We hope you will plan to join ALL (Adults
Loving Life) on November 17 in the
Fellowship Hall at 12noon for a time of
fellowship, a potluck lunch, and an oldfashioned hymn sing led by our Music
and Worship Arts Director, Jon Brewer.
Plan to bring your leftover Halloween
candy to give to our soldiers being
greeted by Operation Welcome Home
at the BWI airport. Individually packed
snacks are also welcomed. RSVP in
Fellowship Hall.
ALL also still has a few seats available
for the December 10 bus trip to see “A
Christmas Carol” at the Majestic Theatre
in Gettysburg, PA. Tickets are $100 per
person and include a delicious lunch at
the Dobbin House Tavern. Please see
Dawn Cullis or email her by Sunday,
October 25 so you can be part of this
great holiday experience.
dcullis@severnaparkumc.org

Christmas Tea

Carols, Cookies, & Crafts
Carols, Cookies, and Crafts is a gathering
for families on Sunday, December 6
from 4-6pm. Join us as we sing sacred
and secular carols. Bring hors d’oeuvres
or cookies to share. Enjoy decorating
sugar cookies and building gingerbread
houses, & making chrismon inspired
ornaments for the Christmas trees at
church and for your home.
severnaparkumc.org/familyholidays

Advent Giving Tree
Find a way to live generously this
Christmas season by fulfilling a need
from the Advent Giving Tree. The tree
will be up in the Fellowship Hall starting
Sunday November 29th. By taking a
card from the tree you can make a child’s
Christmas brighter through our Backpack
Buddies ministry, get a present for
a child living on Wilkens Ave., help
Heaven’s Kitchen provide warm food for
the Brooklyn Community and much more.
This is a great opportunity for families to
participate in missions together during
Christmas.

The $8.00 tickets are now on sale for
the 5th Annual Sisterhood Christmas Tea
on Sunday, November 29, from 1:303:30pm. Join us for a wonderful start to
the Advent season: singing, loving, and
laughing with your sisters in Christ.
Hostesses are still needed to decorate
tables; contact Dawn Cullis or Helen
White on a Sunday morning in Fellowship
Hall.
The Octagon: SPUMC News
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Fun Walk at 9:30am on November 14
at Kinder Farm Park. Register online at
severnaparkumc.org/trot. Questions?
strideforspan@yahoo.com

Pack the
Racks
Pack the Racks Coat Drive
During Thanksgiving we begin a season
focused on living generously and giving
back. As the weather gets colder many
of the folks we serve are in need of cold
weather wear and our missions supplies
of warm coats is running low. We need
your help to “Pack the Racks” of the
church with warm coats.
Please bring your gently used (washed)
or new coats and sweatshirts to SPUMC
anytime between November 15-29
and hang them on a hallway coat rack.
We need all sizes, both adults and
children’s. All of the coats we collect will
be dispersed between local missions:
Heaven’s Kitchen, Arundel House
of Hope, Living Well on Wilkens, the
Brooklyn Tent Ministry and the Baltimore
International Rescue Committee.
Let’s Pack the Racks with love and
warmth!

Stride for SPAN Turkey Trot
Come out and support SPAN in the 4th
annual 5K Race at 9am and 1 Mile
4
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Generous Lives
continued from page 1

It might mean signing up for a shift
at Winter Relief, teaching a Sunday
School class, coaching a soccer team
in the community, calling on an elderly
neighbor, sacrificially sharing financial
resources, or a combination of these or
a hundred other things.
As you consider your financial
commitment to our church for the
coming year, we ask that you pray about
it, that it be proportional in relation to all
that God has blessed you with, and most
of all, that your giving would be simply
one more intentional expression of a
whole life that is being lived generously
toward God and others.
On November 22, we will celebrate
Consecration Sunday and you are
encouraged to bring your pledge
commitment with you to church as an
act of worship that day. If you can’t be
there, feel free to bring it the following
week or mail it in to the church office.
Your giving makes so much good
possible and your generous lives touch
other people every day. Thanks so much
for all that you do and will do.
With gratitude,
Rev. Ron
Ron@severnaparkumc.org

November 2015
Third Grade Bibles
A milestone at Severna Park
UMC and UMCs throughout
the country is giving Bibles
to third graders. On Sunday,
October 11 we gave out 26
Bibles to our third graders.
Children came to the altar
to receive their Bibles,
names inscribed inside by
Nancy Landers. They picked
out covers and bookmarks
for their Bibles crafted by
the Heartfriends Circle.
These Bibles are not fancy
Bibles meant to sit on a
shelf, but meant to be read,
studied, and marked. During
worship the parents and the
congregation will commited
to encourage our children to
grow in faith by studying the
scripture regularly. Please
share your favorite stories
with our children, encourage
vigorous study, pray that
their faith grows deep roots,
and create opportunities
for them to share their faith
with others. With your help
these new Bibles will make
a great imprint on their
hearts.

Samaritan’s
Purse Shoebox
Collection
For anyone
interested in filling
a shoe box for
Samaritan’s Purse,
the boxes will be in
Fellowship Hall. The
shoeboxes must be
into the church by
November 16.

Order
Poinsettias
Each year, we
decorate the
Sanctuary with
poinsettias,
generously donated
by people such
as yourself. If
you would like
to purchase a
poinsettia for the
Sanctuary in honor
or memory of
someone, please fill
out the green order
form and return it
with payment to
the Fellowship Hall
on Sunday, or to
the church office
during the week. All
orders and payment
must be received by
November 17.
The Octagon: SPUMC News
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New Members
If it seems like we’ve had a lot of new
members recently; we have! Here are a
few of the people who joined SPUMC on
October 25.
Ken & LeAnn McCreedy

Brian, Megan, & Oliver Crabtree
Tom, Leslie, Jack, & Roman Dolsak

Brandon, Lauren, Ethan, & Avery Campbell
Bart & Linda Johnson

JoAnn Atkins
6
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Ed Badertscher

November 2015
Recent Baptisms
What a joy it has been to celebrate so
many baptisms recently. Blessings go
out to the following children & families.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Finnegan Dermott Krippendorf
Luke Henry Piepenbrink
Cameron James Ledsome
Mason Bradley & Kennedy Marie Boyer
Hayden Ruth Legendre
Jacob Marshall Acri

If you are planning to have your child
baptized, you are asked to attend
a Baptism class, led by one of our
pastors. The next class is scheduled for
November 15 during the 11am service.
You can register for the class by emailing
Beth Frank.
bfrank@severnaparkumc.org

Sunday, December 13: All-church
“Christmas Coffee House”
Sunday, December 20: Christmas Party!!
Sunday, December 27: No meeting,
Merry Christmas
Sunday, January 3: Square Dance
evening!
SUPER 6th
This preparatory group of 6th graders
only meets twice a month, usually 5pm
with the following schedule so far.
Sunday, November 8: Group building
games and Pizza Dinner!
Sunday, November 29: Thanksgiving
program and games
Sunday, December 13: Christmas Party
Sunday, January 10: Winter Beach Party

April’s Blog

Methodist Youth Fellowship News SPUMC member April Doss has just

started a new blog that weaves in
reflections on everyday life, spirituality,
The United Methodist Youth Fellowship
issues of social justice, and redemption.
(UMYF) is a program for 7th-12th
graders that meets almost every Sunday Her first posting ran on the Op-Ed page
of the Baltimore Sun and her most
night at 7pm. Here’s the schedule for
recent entries have included musings on
the rest of the year.
things she has experienced in worship at
SPUMC over the last few weeks. Check
Sunday, November 8th: “Dragon’s Tail”
Sunday, November 15: Singing for Winter out her poignant and grace-filled writing
Relief and discussion; ICU sign ups begin at wecallthesestreetsourhome.org.
Friday, Nov. 20–Sunday, Nov. 22: Fall
Retreat
Sunday, November 22: NO UMYF
Sunday, November 29: Program: Meet
the Counselors, Games
Sunday, December 6,
4-6pm: Help with gingerbread
houses for the church’s Carols, Cookies,
and Crafts event
7pm: TBA

The Octagon: SPUMC News

7

Generous Lives

change of attitude toward segregation,
civil rights, and issues of racism. It
Join us for a Potluck Thanksgiving Feast raises a number of issues and questions
that are good for all of us to wrestle
and Worship Service on Tuesday, November 24. The meal starts at 6:30pm with.
in Fellowship Hall and will lead into a
We are hoping that this will be the
time of family-friendly worship beginstart of further discussion and faithful
ning at 7pm. If you can’t be there in
time for the dinner, you are welcome to response on the part of our congregation
as we try to
simply come for the worship service.
understand
issues of social
Book Talk: Go Set A Watchman
justice around
Join us on Tuesday, January 19 at
racism. We
7pm for an open discussion about an
invite you to get
interesting and fascinating novel by
and read Go Set
Harper Lee, Go Set a Watchman. This
a Watchman
novel, written before Lee’s best known
and plan to join
work, To Kill a Mockingbird, has proven
facilitators Lee
to be quite controversial for the radical
Ferrell, Enger
changes readers observe from one novel
Muteteke, and
to the other.
Tina Robinson
as we talk
According to the publisher, the main
together.
character, Jean Louise Finch, is forced to
grapple with both personal and political
issues when she returns to her home
town only to be blindsided by a dramatic

Thanksgiving Service
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