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Dear Members & Friends
of SPUMC,
A third-grade teacher
in Dorchester,
Massachusetts, won a
$150,000 cash prize last
year in a contest from
Capital One but rather
than keep the money,
Nicole Bollerman decided
to donate it back to her
school. Beth Hughes, a
stay-at-home mother in
Oklahoma, was about
to pay the grocery store
cashier $214 for food for
her family’s Thanksgiving
dinner last November
when a customer tapped
her on the shoulder and
said, “Ma’am, I’m going
to pay for your groceries,”

swiped her credit card and
then left. When the Detroit
Free Press ran a story
about the daily commute
of James Robertson that
had him walking 21 miles
and taking two buses
to get to his factory job
where he earned $10.55
an hour, a 19-year-old
college student started
a crowdfunding project
on GoFundMe.com to
buy Robertson a car, and
donors ended up giving
more than $350,000.
continued on page 4

The Octagon: SPUMC News

1

Generous Lives

Is Love Alive?
Advent Theme
Fellowship Hall
Families, please be
cautious when your
children are on the
stage in fellowship
hall. We want our
children to have
fun and be safe.
Encourage safe play
at all times and be
aware of the edge
of the stage. And
please do not allow
them to hang from
or run through the
curtains.
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Advent 2015

Our theme for
Advent this year is
“Is Love Alive?” Keep an
eye out for a full listing of all
our holiday offerings in our
upcoming Advent brochure.
Advent begins on November
29 this year.

Advent Studies
During Advent we are
challenged to slow down,
reflect, and wait for the holy
day that approaches while
simultaneously we are busy
getting ready for the holiday
that approaches. Holding the
busyness and the stillness,
the somberness and the joy,
the holidays and the holy
days in a delicate balance
throughout the Advent season
is the focus of our Christian
education classes this year.
Adults are encouraged
to read From Holidays to
Holy Days by Albert Holtz.
This daily devotional study
by a Benedictine Monk
helps us to see that every
holiday moment whether it
is hanging Christmas lights,
making a Christmas list, or
sending Christmas cards is
an opportunity to experience

what is holy
and sacred
about the
season of advent.
Daily readings
will be discussed
in classes offered at a
few various days and
times; watch for sign ups in
Fellowship Hall and online.
If you cannot attend a class,
we encourage you to get the
book and read it on your own
or with your family.
Families are also encouraged
to experience holy moments
in the busy holiday schedule.
Free copies of Love Life Live
Advent: Make Room for the
Manger by Paula Gooder
and Peter Babington will
be available in Fellowship
Hall for all families. Each
day of Advent experience
a holy moment with your
family as you prepare for the
holiday. Children will have an
opportunity to learn about
the church’s holy seasons
of Advent, Christmas, and
Epiphany in a class on
Wednesdays, December 2,
9, & 16 from 6:30-7:30pm.
Please sign up in Fellowship
Hall.

December 2015

ALL November Hymn Sing &
Christmas Trip
We hope you will plan to join ALL (Adults
Loving Life) on November 17 in the
Fellowship Hall at 12noon for a time of
fellowship, a potluck lunch, and an oldfashioned hymn sing led by our Music
and Worship Arts Director, Jon Brewer.
Plan to bring your leftover Halloween
candy to give to our soldiers being
greeted by Operation Welcome Home
at the BWI airport. Individually packed
snacks are also welcomed. RSVP in
Fellowship Hall.
ALL also still has a few seats available
for the December 10 bus trip to see “A
Christmas Carol” at the Majestic Theatre
in Gettysburg, PA. Tickets are $100 per
person and include a delicious lunch at
the Dobbin House Tavern. Please see
Dawn Cullis or email her by Sunday,
October 25 so you can be part of this
great holiday experience.
dcullis@severnaparkumc.org

Christmas Tea

Carols, Cookies, & Crafts
Carols, Cookies, and Crafts is a gathering
for families on Sunday, December 6
from 4-6pm. Join us as we sing sacred
and secular carols. Bring hors d’oeuvres
or cookies to share. Enjoy decorating
sugar cookies and building gingerbread
houses, & making chrismon inspired
ornaments for the Christmas trees at
church and for your home.
severnaparkumc.org/familyholidays

Advent Giving Tree
Find a way to live generously this
Christmas season by fulfilling a need
from the Advent Giving Tree. The tree
will be up in the Fellowship Hall starting
Sunday November 29th. By taking a
card from the tree you can make a child’s
Christmas brighter through our Backpack
Buddies ministry, get a present for
a child living on Wilkens Ave., help
Heaven’s Kitchen provide warm food for
the Brooklyn Community and much more.
This is a great opportunity for families to
participate in missions together during
Christmas.

The $8.00 tickets are now on sale for
the 5th Annual Sisterhood Christmas Tea
on Sunday, November 29, from 1:303:30pm. Join us for a wonderful start to
the Advent season: singing, loving, and
laughing with your sisters in Christ.
Hostesses are still needed to decorate
tables; contact Dawn Cullis or Helen
White on a Sunday morning in Fellowship
Hall.
The Octagon: SPUMC News
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Also, many of you stepped up and signed
our Welcome Home Cards, and we
sincerely thank you. Keep ‘em coming!
Although the urge is great to include
seasonal greetings when signing the
cards, please do not as there is no
guarantee when the cards will be used.
It depends solely on the supply available
at the time.

Operation Welcome Home
Recently, members of Adults Loving Life
(ALL) greeted soldiers at the airport who
were returning to the USA from duty
stations abroad. It was such a rewarding
experience to clap and enthusiastically
say “Welcome Home” to these weary
warriors who protect our country day in
and day out.
Since ALL adopted Operation Welcome
Home as a mission project, we have
provided greeting cards in the Fellowship
Hall for our church members to write a
grateful word of thanks to our returning
soldiers. These cards are distributed
in goodie bags that are given to our
soldiers as they enter the international
terminal at BWI.

We’d love for everyone to help us say
“Thank you” to those fighting for our
freedom by signing and returning cards
year round for this on-going project.
Treats for Troops are also appreciated.

Stride for SPAN Turkey Trot
Come out and support SPAN in the 4th
annual 5K Race at 9am and 1 Mile
Fun Walk at 9:30am on November 14
at Kinder Farm Park. Register online at
severnaparkumc.org/trot. Questions?
strideforspan@yahoo.com

Generous Lives
continued from page 1

It might mean signing up for a shift
at Winter Relief, teaching a Sunday
School class, coaching a soccer team
in the community, calling on an elderly
neighbor, sacrificially sharing financial
resources, or a combination of these or
We also collect candy and snacks in a
box placed in the Fellowship Hall labeled a hundred other things.
“Treats for Troops”. At our recent trip
As you consider your financial
to the airport, we took 1,000 Welcome
commitment to our church for the
Home cards signed by members of
coming year, we ask that you pray about
SPUMC and almost 200 lbs. of candy
it, that it be proportional in relation to all
and snacks generously donated mostly
that God has blessed you with, and most
by SPUMC pre-school and SPAN.
of all, that your giving would be simply
4
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Third Grade Bibles
A milestone at Severna Park
UMC and UMCs throughout
the country is giving Bibles
to third graders. On Sunday,
October 11 we gave out 26
Bibles to our third graders.
Children came to the altar
to receive their Bibles,
names inscribed inside by
Nancy Landers. They picked
out covers and bookmarks
for their Bibles crafted by
the Heartfriends Circle.
These Bibles are not fancy
Bibles meant to sit on a
shelf, but meant to be read,
studied, and marked. During
worship the parents and the
congregation will commited
to encourage our children to
grow in faith by studying the
scripture regularly. Please
share your favorite stories
with our children, encourage
vigorous study, pray that
their faith grows deep roots,
and create opportunities
for them to share their faith
with others. With your help
these new Bibles will make
a great imprint on their
hearts.

SPAN Holiday
Caring
Serving
Partners Across
Neighborhoods
has begun the
Christmas Holiday
Caring Program.
You can sponsor a
family by providing
a Christmas dinner
and/or gifts for
a family in need.
For additional
info, contact
Jennifer Pumphrey.

410.647.0889 or
spanhelps@yahoo.com

Blood Drive
Our next Blood
Drive will be on
Monday, December
21, 2016 in our
Fellowship Hall
from 2pm-7:30pm.
Walk-ins are always
welcome, but you
can call to schedule
a time with Dave in
the church office
as well. Thanks for
giving the gift of life!
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New Members
If it seems like we’ve had a lot of new
members recently; we have! Here are a
few of the people who joined SPUMC on
October 25.
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Winter Relief Thanks
The Winter Relief mission in our
church just ended and we would like
to thank the 200 plus volunteers that
participated and put in over 1200
hours to make the Winter Relief week
a success. We not only provided our
36 guests a place to sleep, three
meals a day, snacks, laundry services,
sewing repairs, transportation to
jobs, and showers but were able to fill
clothing needs and provide both dental
services (Dr. Dave Deitrick) and barber
services. Our guests played bingo, were
entertained by our very own Mentalist,
Dick Steiner, listened to the Praise Band,
were entertained by Josh Bennett on
guitar and by the singing of our youth
group. They were also able to attend an
employment networking session run by
Sean Wise.
But Winter Relief goes way beyond this. I
think it was summed up perfectly by one
of our guests who stated “Your church
is more than a church, it has become
our home”. Other guests told us how
they were shunned and judged by many
people, but our church volunteers
and members treated them warmly,
respectfully, and accepted them for who
they were and the situation they were in.
Another guest who attended our church
service said that Pastor Ron’s sermon
touched her heart on generosity and
that she planned to go out and right a
wrong in her life. On the last morning
of Winter Relief one guest handed me
some money and said that she wanted
to give back to us and Winter Relief. Our
generosity had touched her heart and

she touched ours! As Pastor Ron said in
his sermon “with whom will you share
your ice cream cone?”
Our volunteers served them with their
hands, feet, hearts, and time, but most
importantly they loved them as Jesus
would have loved them. This is truly what
Winter Relief is all about. Not only were
the guests blessed in many ways, but
our entire church was blessed. If you did
not get a chance to participate in the
Winter Relief Mission this November,
please consider getting involved in the
future. Please put the following week
of Winter Relief on your calendars:
February 15 – 22, 2016. We would
ask you to keep all of the homeless
population in your prayers.
Thank you,
Carolyn Heim & Pam Sherman

Methodist Youth Fellowship News
The United Methodist Youth Fellowship
(UMYF) is a program for 7th-12th
graders that meets almost every Sunday
night at 7pm. Here’s the schedule for
the rest of the year.
Sunday, November 8th: “Dragon’s Tail”
Sunday, November 15: Singing for Winter
Relief and discussion; ICU sign ups begin
Friday, Nov. 20–Sunday, Nov. 22: Fall
Retreat
Sunday, November 22: NO UMYF
Sunday, November 29: Program: Meet
the Counselors, Games
Sunday, December 6,
4-6pm: Help with gingerbread
houses for the church’s Carols, Cookies,
and Crafts event
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Book Talk: Go Set A Watchman racism. It raises a number of issues and
Join us on Tuesday, January 19 at
7pm for an open discussion about an
interesting and fascinating novel by
Harper Lee, Go Set a Watchman. This
novel, written before Lee’s best known
work, To Kill a Mockingbird, has proven
to be quite controversial for the radical
changes readers observe from one novel
to the other.
According to the publisher, the main
character, Jean Louise Finch, is forced
to grapple with
both personal
and political
issues when
she returns
to her home
town only to
be blindsided
by a dramatic
change of
attitude toward
segregation,
civil rights,
and issues of
8

questions that are good for all of us to
wrestle with.

We are hoping that this will be the
start of further discussion and faithful
response on the part of our congregation
as we try to understand issues of social
justice around racism. We invite you to
get and read Go Set a Watchman and
plan to join facilitators Lee Ferrell, Enger
Muteteke, and Tina Robinson as we talk
together.
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