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September 2008 we were
kicking off new worship
services times and styles,
As I’ve prepared for
starting new Christian
our family’s move to
Charleston, SC I’ve found Education classes and
celebrating the return of
myself taking many trips
our children to Sunday
down memory lane. This
week I stumbled upon the School. In the months
first Octagon article I wrote to come I wondered if we
would weather the change
after arriving at SPUMC
in worship services as we
in the summer of 2008.
all seemed to have our
In the article I pondered
own passionate opinions
crucial questions like:
on what was best for the
Would I survive my first
Maryland winter and how future of the church.
much of a winter coat
Over the past 8 years
would be enough? I also
spoke about the upcoming we have weathered
many changes together
shifts in the seasons of
and entered many new
the life of the church. In
seasons of ministry.
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Transitions

UMYF Year-End Banquet
Rev. Lee was in her glory as the MC for
the Annual UMYF End-of-Year Banquet.
Seniors were honored, officers were
thanked and all kinds of silly and semiserious prizes were awarded. Special
thanks to the kitchen crew of Lynnette
Cloughley, Pam Biddlecomb, Mary Ann
Spanolia, and Hope Linehan, and the
awesome serving team of college age
alum who returned for the affair.
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Confirmation
We had the great joy of welcoming
15 Confirmands into the life of the
congregation on Pentecost Sunday (2
more away on a school trip will join
shortly) and what a joyful day it was. Rev.
Ron taught the Confirmands some new
dance steps that remind us of who we
are as Christians like the “Jees Knees,”
“Double H,” and “Wild Goose.” When you
see one of our Confirmands, ask them to
demonstrate one of these moves for you
and tell you what it means. Congrats and
welcome!
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Church Conference Follow-up

Bishop Marcus Matthews to build
a new health and fitness center at
Africa University (the groundbreaking
will take place on June 10th) and our
congregation helped lead the way by
raising 1/60 of the total amount! To
learn more about what else happened
at Conference, visit our homepage
where you’ll find a link to some of the
top stories and highlights that came out
of Annual Conference.

By an overwhelming majority (91%),
church members voted on May 25
to affirm the recommendation of the
Church Council to sell the parsonage.
Thanks to everyone who came out
and participated. Special thanks to
all of our leaders and committees
(especially John Taflan & the Trustees,
Todd Popham & the SPRC and Tim
Krippendorf & the Finance Committee)
who have been working so hard to study Music Director Search
and discern the best options for our
After months of hard work and over 100
church.
resumes, the Music Director Search is
in the final stages. We have just come
The parsonage will be on the market
through 2 weeks of intensive final
beginning the second week in June. If
you know of anybody looking for a nice interviews and auditions with three very
home in Chartwell, send them our way! talented musicians. Our hope is that
we will make an offer to our New Music
Assuming a sale goes through, our
church leadership team will be working Director in early June and have them on
board by the middle to late July. We’ll
to develop plans for the proceeds of
keep you posted as the details play
the sale. The leading options under
out. Please keep the search team and
consideration include paying off the
candidates in your prayers.
existing church mortgage (around
$450K), building up our Capital
Reserves or some combination thereof.
The Church Council will make final
decisions about the funds and we’ll
keep you informed as they do.

Annual Conference Follow-up
Many thanks to Todd Popham, Heather
Kraus and Erica Benjamin who joined
Revs. Lee, Nicole & Ron as our lay
members to Annual Conference, June
1-4 in Washington, DC. One of the
highlights from Conference was the
announcement that over $300,000
has been raised in honor of our retiring
4
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Grace and Peace (cont.) good church will always

remind you why you serve
We’ve started new missions, and will see you through.”
I give thanks to God
grown our presence in the
local community, welcomed everyday that I have had the
countless new folks into our opportunity to serve such
a great church. SPUMC is
faith community, baptized
a grace-filled place with a
hundreds of people, shed
passion for people and God
tears as staff members
and I trust that the ministry
came and went, and
I was able to be a part of
celebrated a new season
with you for the past 8 years
of life for a beloved Senior
will be a touchstone that I
Pastor while we prepared
continue to come back to
to welcome a new one.
for years to come. Please
SPUMC has also seen
know that I will never cease
my family through nearly
to give thanks to God for the
all of our major young
people of SPUMC and for
adult milestones. Brian
our years together. I carry
and I have been cared for
you all in my heart.
at SPUMC as we began
our first “adult” jobs,
Grace and Peace,
took marriage vows, and
Rev. Nicole
welcomed our first child.
You have surrounded us
with such love and support
that this church quickly
became our home-away
from home. You have loved
me into the ministry with
grace and open arms and
for that I will be forever
grateful.
A dear clergy colleague of
mine, Rev. Dr. Carletta Allen
told me that “if your first
church is a good one those
first great years will see you
through all of the future
ups and downs of ministry.”
“There will be downs,” Rev.
Carletta warned, “but the
love and care of that first

United
Methodist Youth
Fellowship
UMYF continues in
the summer, 7pm,
with “Summer
MYF.” We will be
here every week
(except July 3)
rain or shine, for
sports, games,
food, hanging out,
relaxing. Youth
completing grades
7-12 welcome;
those completing
6th grade may join
us June 19.
June 12: 7pm
Summer MYF
June 19: 7pm
Summer MYF,
possibly with the
Sno-Ball Truck
June 26: 7pm
Summer MYF
July 3: No meeting!!
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Celebrating One Year as Living
Well on Wilkens, Inc.
What’s been happening at LWOW this
year?
Highlights of 2015-2106
• Formed relationships with over 40
women who regularly utilize the
services at Living Well on Wilkens.
• Distributed 64 LWOW backpacks full
of emergency supplies to women
caught in prostitution, homelessness
and addiction.
• Began handing out Recovery Bibles
which were a generous donation from
the United Methodist Men.
• Provided 84 warm coats, collected by
SPUMC, to homeless women.
• Started a new small group monthly
prayer meeting on-site.
• Served countless hot meals to women
coming through our doors.
• Celebrated one woman successfully
completing detox and rehab during
our first year of operations.
• Expanded our partnerships to include
9 churches and 4 businesses which
are providing financial and tangible
goods to support Living Well.
• Launched a website and a social
media presence.
• Secured an experienced, volunteer,
professional grant writer.
• Thanks to SPUMC donations we were
able to sponsor 20 local children with
back to school supplies and 30 local
children for Christmas while providing
clothing, sleeping bags, toys & gifts.
6
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Children Ministry Summer
VBS
We still need a few volunteers. All
volunteers must attend a training
session on either Monday, June 13 at
7pm or Monday, June 20 at 1pm.
We are also still looking for some
supplies: towels, small inner tubes,
cereal boxes, kites, & surf boards.
Come help us prep materials and
decorate for VBS. We need help painting
murals, counting & sorting supplies,
blowing up balloons, measuring fabric,
and many other tasks. We will meet
each Monday and Wednesday, 9am12noon (except July 4) until VBS begins.
Sunday School
We’d love your help teaching Sunday
School this summer for the 9:30
elementary kids and at 11:00 for all
kids. Please consider teaching!
We’re now on our Summer Sunday
School schedule.
Contact Erica for information about
Children’s Ministry.
ebenjamin@severnaparkumc.org

May 2016
What’s with these New
Attendance Cards?

Coffeehouse Recap

The Spring Coffee House in early May
included the debut of some new SPUMC
As many of you are aware, we have
performers (hats off to Sam Stephens,
switched to a new system of gathering
attendance on Sunday mornings and we Emmett Ward & our incoming pastor,
are still in a transitional phase. They are Carissa Surber!) and some familiar faces
as well. If you weren’t there, you missed
intended for everyone to use – guests,
a great night of music. But fear not:
members & regular friends of the
congregation. The front side lets us know plans are already underway for another
one in the fall. Special thanks to Tracy
that you’ve been in worship. You only
need to fill out all the info if you want to Emmersen for coordinating the event
update our database with new personal and to Clint Murray for all his set-up and
info; 95% of the time, just name & date sound work.
will do. On the reverse side is a prayer
card which can be turned in during the
opening song so that it can be placed on
the altar during the prayer time or it may
also be turned in with the attendance
card in the offering plate.
We are aware that some people miss
the old attendance pads, but we have
already discovered some great benefits
of the new system. We are receiving
more prayer requests each Sunday
than ever before. Public concerns and
joys are prayed over at every staff
meeting; those marked for Clergy
Only are shared confidentially and
prayed for by the clergy. We are also
regularly getting much better and more
detailed information from our guests.
This is allowing us to do better followup by phone and email in addition to
handwritten notes our first-time guests
receive from the pastors. And finally, the
pews look a little neater now that we
have consolidated things a bit. Thanks
for your patience through this change –
and keep filling out those cards!
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Congratulations to our Graduates
Annapolis Area Christian School
Mia Hardesty & Matt Loock
St. Mary’s High School
Connor McCullum
Indian Creek
Cameron Johnson
Old Mill High School
Abby Single
Severn School
Summer Doss
Severna Park High School
Rebecca Bosanko
Bailey Chasser
Delanie Colborne
Logan Dill
Sydney Duncan
Madison Finnerin
Lillian Folts
Nick Harden
Allie Howard
Brandon Kirby
Payton Klingensmith
Justin Lee
James Myers
Sara Netherland
Sarah Ohler
Tommy Parker
Carl Proebstle
Tyler Winship

Mom’s Connect: Glennon Doyle
Melton
Moms Connect enjoyed an evening with
Glennon Doyle Melton, an award-winning
blogger, a New York Times bestselling
author, speaker, and the founder and
president of Together Rising. We learned
that pain is an important part of our
stories as mothers and as Christians.
That being truthful and truth tellers
about the pain in our lives helps us to
grow in Christ and with one another.
She inspired us to fear not but love one
another always. To read more about
Glennon you can visit her website: www.
momastery.com.

A list of college and grad school graduates
will appear in the next Octagon. If you have
not given us that information yet, please send
it to Rev. Lee. lferrell@severnaparkumc.org
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