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Welcome to Severna Park UMC!
We are delighted that you
have decided to spend
part of your Christmas
with us. At SPUMC, we
are a church that is
committed to sharing
the good news of Jesus
present in our world and
lives not only at Christmas
but all year round.
We offer outstanding
ministries and groups
for children, youth, and
adults and there is a
place for you with us. We
are a church that gathers
three times each Sunday
morning for different kinds

of worship experiences
(8 & 11am are more
traditional and 9:30am
is more contemporary)
and we regularly
leave the building to
serve neighbors in
our community. If you
are looking for a faith
community to call home,
we hope you will check
us out. This special
Christmas edition of our
newsletter is intended to
give you a taste of what is
going on here.
severnaparkumc.org
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Love Is Alive!
Get Connected
at SPUMC!
Want to know more
about our church
and how you can
become a part of
our community
of faith? We will
be hosting a
Connections Class
on January 24
at 11am in the
church parlor. The
class gives you
the opportunity to
get to know one of
our pastors, hear
about who we are
as a church and
get answers to your
questions about
church membership.
Childcare is
provided. To RSVP
for the class email
Beth. BFrank@
severnaparkumc.org

Join us for worship in the New Year for our next sermon
series, What’s New?
January 3: Home by a NEW Way
January 10: ReNEWing our Baptisms
January 17: Seeing Each Other with NEW Eyes
January 24: How Are Those NEW Year’s Resolutions
Going?
January 31: What’s NEW at SPUMC in 2016?

Christmas Afterglow Service
Speaking of our regular worship schedule, we’ll be
basking in the afterglow of Christmas on Sunday,
December 27. We’ll sing carols in a relaxed, familial
atmosphere, and celebrate Emmanuel together. Join us
at 8, 9:30, & 11am.
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December Gatherings a Hit
Thanks to everyone who attended and/
or helped make our latest two Advent
events a huge success. The children (and
parents!) who came to decorate cookies,
make chrismon-style ornaments, and
sing had a blast at Carols, Cookies
& Crafts on December 6. And, over
150 people enjoyed the music, casual
atmosphere, and desserts at the Coffee
House.
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Love Is Alive?

Confirmation Classes
Classes for 7th and 8th graders will
begin January 5 with an orientation at
7pm. Confirmation is an opportunity
for our youth to explore their faith in
a deeper way and to re-commit to a
life of faith. Youth will be confirmed on
Pentecost Sunday, May 15, 2016. If you
did not receive a letter of invitation and
want to know more, email Lee.
lferrell@severnaparkumc.org

Have You Seen the Artwork?
A great big thanks to the children of our
Sunday School for the beautiful “stained
glass” windows in the Sanctuary for this
Advent season. Thanks also go out to
two of our Advent study groups for the
mosaic Nativity scenes at the Welcome
Center.
4
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Serve With Us!
meal ministry going strong
(we host a meal the 4th
Saturday of every month).
For Christmas, volunteers
Living Well on Wilkens is
are asked to bring small
a non-profit supported by
portions of pre-bagged sweets
SPUMC which works with
women caught in prostitution, for guests to take home. To
addiction and homelessness volunteer email Katherine at
on Wilkens Ave. in Southwest kathn104@aol.com
Baltimore. SPUMC has had
an exciting year of ministry
Winter Relief
with the community and
there is always a need for
We will be hosting our
more hands to help. This
second week of Winter Relief
year culminated in SPUMC
February 15-22, 2016.
ensuring that the kids on
The Winter Relief ministry
Wilkens Ave. had a warm
provides a warm, safe shelter
and joy-filled Christmas. The
at the church for those in
congregation individually
our county who are without
sponsored 14 children who all homes this winter. More
received individualized gifts
hands are always needed
at a local Christmas party.
Check out the photo of a full to cook, clean, drive, wash
clothing, and be present with
carload of toys and clothing
heading to Wilkens Ave! If you our guests. Ferndale UMC
would like to serve with Living just stepped up at the last
Well we are in great need of minute to host the group
over the holidays (December
women volunteers to work
28-January 4) and are in
with our house manager,
serve as mentors and teach need of some volunteers.
Looking for some way to put
small groups.
all your Christmas goodwill
Come Serve a Meal into action? Email Carolyn.
Cvheim@aol.com
The Heaven’s Kitchen meal
ministry will be hosting
a Christmas lunch for
our friends and guests in
Brooklyn, MD on Saturday
December 26 from 10am2pm. We always need more
volunteers to keep this

Living Well on
Wilkens

Want to Know
More about
Baptism?
Join our Children’s
Minister and Pastors
for a one-hour class
on Baptism on
January 17 at 11am
in the church parlor.
We will discuss what
Baptism is all about
and how the church
can support you in
raising your child in
the faith. Childcare
is provided. To RSVP
for the class email
Beth. BFrank@
severnaparkumc.org
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Love Is Alive?
Regular Worship Schedule
Join us for worship each Sunday
at 8, 9:30, & 11am. Each service
offers childcare and discipleship
opportunities. For more information
about what goes on weekly at SPUMC,
visit severnaparkumc.org/worship or
severnaparkumc.org/events

2015 pledge or by making a special
one-time gift. We’re projecting a
budget deficit if we have a “normal”
December of giving and we are looking
to bridge the gap. You may give online,
by check or through stock donations.
And, we’d still love to receive your 2016
pledge cards. If you haven’t done so
already, please mail or bring yours in
to the church office or drop it off at the
Welcome Center.

Holiday Office Schedule
Our offices will be closed on December
25, 28, & January 1, and will close at
12noon on December 31, in celebration
of the holidays. Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year!

Severna Park UMC Nursery
School 2016 Registration
Registration for the 2016-2017 school
year will follow this schedule:
January 27th (snow date January 28):
9:15am for currently-enrolled families
10am for SPUMC members
February 2 (snow date February 4):
9:30am for alumni families
10am for general public

Ending 2015 in a Big Way
Help us have an extraordinary
December and cap off a great year in
ministry by meeting or exceeding your
6
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SPUMC Prison Ministry 2015
SPUMC continued to “visit the prisoner”
through Kairos inside men & women’s
prisons with weekend retreats, weekly
prayer & share meetings, Agape
posters, and Prayer Vigils at our two
county detention centers. The retreats
ministered to over 120 inmates.
Several of our youth & adults drew over
70 Agape posters. The Bible studies
ministered to small groups of inmates
awaiting trial or sentencing, and we
donated over 300 Bibles. We often
wonder if we are equipped to make a
difference, but God is in control. We are
blessed to witness God’s transforming
grace in very dark places.
severnaparkumc.org/prison

Christmas 2015
Methodist Youth Fellowship (MYF) Sisterhood Women’s Retreat
MYF meets every Sunday night at 7pm,
usually in the Fellowship Hall. All youth
in grades 7 to 12 are welcomed. 6th
graders become familiar with UMYF
through the program Super Sixth.
severnaparkumc.org/youth

Young Adult Group (YAG)
Folks in their 20’s and 30’s are invited
to join our Young Adult Group. We are
a group of young people who come
together every Wednesday night at
6:30pm in the church parlor for study
and community. We are single, married,
dating, with and without kids and on
various tracks in our careers. Childcare
is provided. For more info or to be added
to our email list contact Rev. Nicole.
Nicole@severnaparkumc.org
www.facebook.com/yagspumc

All women are invited to join us for
the SPUMC women’s retreat April 1-3,
2016. Signups are happening now! We
will laugh, study, sing and fellowship
together as we celebrate our “New Life
in Christ.” The retreat includes meals
and a two night stay at the beautiful
Sandy Cove Retreat Center. Sign up
in Fellowship Hall or by emailing Dawn
Cullis. sisterhood@severnaparkumc.org

VBS: Summer 2016
Save the dates: Vacation Bible School
will be offered July 11-15 and July 18-22
in 2016. Children 3 years old through
5th grade are welcome to attend one
week. Registration for both weeks begins
Monday, April 4, 2016.

Adults Loving Life (ALL) Luncheon
“ALL” provides monthly fellowship
activities and luncheons for adults of
SPUMC and their friends. They meet
on the fourth Tuesday at 12:30pm in
Fellowship Hall.

Appalachia Service Project 2016
The Appalachia Service Project (ASP)
dates for 2016 are July 2-9. Adults
interested in going on this home repair
project should let Rev. Lee Ferrell know.
lferrell@severnaparkumc.org
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Love Is Alive!

Book Talk: Go Set A Watchman According to the publisher, the main
Join us on Tuesday, January 19 at
7pm for an open discussion about an
interesting and fascinating novel by
Harper Lee, Go Set a Watchman. This
novel, written
before Lee’s
best known
work, To Kill a
Mockingbird,
has proven
to be quite
controversial
for the radical
changes
readers observe
from one novel
to the other.
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character, Jean Louise Finch, is forced to
grapple with both personal and political
issues when she returns to her home
town only to be blindsided by a dramatic
change of attitude toward segregation,
civil rights, and issues of racism. It
raises a number of issues and questions
that are good for all of us to wrestle
with.
We are hoping that this will be the
start of further discussion and faithful
response on the part of our congregation
as we try to understand issues of social
justice around racism. We invite you to
get and read Go Set a Watchman and
plan to join facilitators Lee Ferrell, Enger
Muteteke, and Tina Robinson as we talk
together.
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