STORY:

FAMILY
LITTLE STEPS.
BIG FAITH.
TM

Jesus Teaches and Heals

ABOUT THIS CLASS: The

Bible story for this Frolic Family Faith
Class is based on Gospel stories about Jesus. You will the
read the story “Jesus Teaches and Heals” on pages 32-33
in the Frolic First Bible.

Prep Time
Putting the Story in Perspective
Jesus teaches about God’s love, forgiveness, and kingdom using
stories called parables. The vivid imagery and language in parables
resonated with listeners in Bible times and continue to hold
meaning for readers today. For Jesus’ first listeners, the subjects of
the parables related to their everyday lives. Jesus helped people
regardless of status, healing the lowly, sick, and unclean. Being
healed often meant being reunited with loved ones and returning to
work. In today’s story, through the touch of his coat, Jesus heals a
faithful woman.

Bible Verse
“Jesus turned and
saw her. 'Take heart,
daughter,' he said, 'your
faith has healed you.'
And the woman was
healed at that moment.”
—Matthew 9:22

Today’s Ritual
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A Parent’s View of the Story
Some of the teaching stories of Jesus are well-known both inside
and outside of church communities. Themes from The Good
Samaritan and The Prodigal Son often show up in modern-day
novels and movies. This class gives parents a glimpse of many
teaching stories of Jesus. Parents with active prayer lives may
regularly ask Jesus for healing and have stories to share. For other
parents, however, praying to Jesus for healing may be awkward.
Introducing today’s story to them, in the form of teaching their
children, can be a comfortable entry point.
A Child’s View of the Story
Mommies and daddies make children better all the time by kissing
boo-boos, giving the right medicine, rocking a fussy baby to
sleep, and many, many other small healing moments. Today, young
children learn that Jesus knows how to make boo-boos better, too!
Teachers are caregivers who teach through their love for their child
and the relationship they are building with their child. In today’s
story, children see Jesus teach all sorts of people with his words
and his actions. But it is his actions that teach young children best.
Learning from Jesus’ words will come later.

Lead these words and
actions and have families
echo you to learn about
Jesus teaching and healing.
Jesus, (Make ASL sign for
Jesus.)
You teach us. (Point to
head.)
You heal us. (Hug self.)
You love us. (Place hands
on heart.)
Thank you! (Make ASL sign
for thank you.)
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Gather Time
If you open the door
at the start time:

OR

Welcome
Gather together in a circle. Welcome, families! We are
together today to explore the story of Jesus teaching and
healing in our lives as caregivers of young children. Lead
families in singing a welcoming song together. Then teach
the ritual from page 87.

Share
Lead families to share about a recent unexpected moment
when they felt especially tuned into their faith in Jesus. To
start the circle, take the lead in celebrating an unexpected
moment, or ask a caregiver who would be comfortable
being the first to share. Jot down notes in the space to the
right so you remember what to include in later prayers.

Prayer
Dear God,
We give you thanks for the unexpected moments in our
parenting journeys and our children’s journeys. We ask for
your presence and guidance in our community gathered
here today. Incorporate the unexpected events the
caregivers named.
Amen.
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Invite families to sign in,
choose an item from the
basket, and sit in a circle.

Get Ready
• Print the Welcome sign
and post it at the entrance.
• Place the sign-in sheet and
nametags near the door.
• Place the basket of toy
medical kits on the floor.

Prayer Notes
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If families arrive early:
Encourage parents and children to meet each other.
You can also have music playing in the background
and a center available for families to explore together
before the class begins. Select the center that best fits
your space and available materials.
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Story Time
Hold up the story basket that contains a Frolic First Bible
for every family. Place it in the middle of the circle. Lead
the story basket rhyme below.

Group Storytelling
Let’s hear a story from the Bible! This story is about Jesus
teaching and healing many people. It is on pages 32-33.
Hold up the Bible Story Poster of “Jesus Teaches and Heals”
so everyone can see the picture. Read the story from the
back of the poster in a lively, animated way.
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Ask these questions and encourage toddlers to respond.
• Jesus was a teacher for many people. What did Jesus
teach them?
• Jesus was a healer for many people. What happened to
the woman in the story?
• The woman touched Jesus’ sleeve on his coat. Point to
her. Now you touch Jesus’ sleeve too!
Ask families to point to the sentence on the bottom of
page 33. The woman who touched Jesus’ coat had faith
that he would heal her. Jesus healed the woman and told
her she had faith. We have faith in Jesus too! We listen to
Jesus’ teachings. Point to your ears and invite families to do
the same. We pray to Jesus for healing. Make prayer hands
and invite families to do the same. Jesus tells us to go in
peace. Let’s say “Go in peace” together.

Sing Together
Sing this song, track 24 on
the Frolic Faith Music CD,
to invite families to take a
Frolic First Bible from the
basket.

Time for a story.
Come get a book.
Open the pages.
Let’s take a look.
If you want to sing together,
sing “Who Is My Friend?,”
track 8 from the Frolic Faith
Music CD.
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One-on-One Storytelling
Now it’s time for you to read the story together. Give
time for caregivers to read the book to their children. Once
they’ve read the story “Jesus Teaches and Heals” together
on pages 32-33, offer these tips.

For Infants
Give your baby a healing infant massage. Begin by taking a
few deep breaths and warming up your hands. Then make
gentle circles on your baby’s tummy with your hands and
on their feet with your thumbs.

For Toddlers on the Move
Pretend to climb up a big mountain to hear Jesus teach the
people. Take big, gigantic steps. Stop for a drink of water.
When you get to the top, sit down to rest and listen to
Jesus!

Caregiver
Conversation
Most people would be
grateful if their injuries and
illnesses could disappear
with the touch of a coat. But
for some, healing is a long
process. And others will
never experience being fully
healed. In Luke’s version of
today’s story, the woman
suffers for twelve long
years before she is healed.
What healing have you
experienced? For whom are
you praying for healing right
now?

For Talkative Toddlers

Transition to Play Time
Choose an instrument such as a tambourine or chime and
play it to get the children’s attention. You can also say or
sing the song at right.
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Sing Together
Sing this song, track 25 on
the Frolic Faith Music CD, to
transition to Play Time.

Time to explore!
Time to play!
Find a center
About God today.
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Look for all the men with beards. Count the beards. Put
your pointer finger above your upper lip and pretend to
have mustache. Find Jesus. See if Jesus has a beard. Now
point to all the women with head coverings. Pretend to put
one on. Now pat your head!
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Play Time
Time to play! Choose the centers that best fit your space and materials.
Make photocopies of the center descriptions on pages 94-101, fold
them in half, and post them near the materials for parents to reference.
Caregivers and children can explore the centers at their own pace.
Caregivers may also use this time to connect with each other while their
children play and discover.

1

Let’s Color Together

This center supports coloring skills. For toddlers.
Supplies: Jesus Teaches and Heals Coloring Page on page 102, crayons, and blank paper
Make copies of the Coloring Page and place on a low table with crayons and blank paper.

2

Let’s Read Together

This center supports early literacy. For infants and toddlers.
Supplies: Frolic First Bible, Frolic books, other books, letter blocks, and cushions or pillows
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Create a cozy reading nook with pillows or cushions. Display the Frolic First Bible and other
books. Place letter blocks nearby. Point out that H is for heal.

3

Doctor Care

This center supports pretend play. For older infants and toddlers.
Supplies: Toddler play medical kits, dress-up clothes for nurses and doctors
Place medical kits and dress-up clothes in the pretend play area.

4

Boo-boo Bandages

This center supports fine motor skills. For older infants and toddlers.
Supplies: Printed kid outline from page 103, red markers, and adhesive bandages
Print off several copies of the kid outline. Draw red "boo-boos" on the arms and legs of the kid
outlines. Set out boo-boo kids and bandages.
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Play Time
continued

5

God’s Love

This center supports color and shape recognition. For older infants and toddlers.
Supplies: Toddler-safe or wooden heart stamps, large stamp pads, and paper
Create an art area on a toddler-sized table.

6

Jesus Loves Me!

This center supports emergent faith through music. For infants and toddlers.
Supplies: Music source, “Jesus Loves Me,” track 16 on the Frolic Faith Music CD
Play “Jesus Loves Me.” Invite everyone to sway to the music and sing along.

7 Dancing Doctors
This center supports creative play. For infants and toddlers.
Supplies: Assorted plush animals, doctor puppets, and a basket
Put animals and puppets in the basket. Place the basket on the floor in the play area.

8

Toddler Teachers

Supplies: Assorted school supplies such as puzzles, math manipulatives, paper, toddler markers,
and picture books
Set up a center to look like a mini-preschool.
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This center supports pretend play. For older infants and toddlers.
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Send Time
Prior to the end of Play Time give the children a 2-minute notice that it
is almost time to stop playing. At the end of 2 minutes play the same
instrument that you played at the beginning of Play Time to get the
attention of families.

Summing It Up
Thank you for reading and playing with us today! It was
so much fun to learn about Jesus and how he taught and
healed so many people. We can remember that Jesus
wanted us to know about God’s love and to have faith in
God. We have faith in Jesus, too! What will you remember
about today? Invite any children and caregivers to respond.

Closing Ritual
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Invite caregivers to engage in the ritual from page 87 with
their child. Then lead the group in a closing song, such as
“Jesus Gives Us Life,” track 12 on the Frolic Faith Music CD.

Sing Together
Sing this song, track 26 on
the Frolic Faith Music CD, to
call everyone back to the
circle.

Play time is over
For you and me.
Come back to the
circle—
One two three!

Prayer
Lead families in this simple prayer. Add other prayer topics
and concerns that may have come up during your time
together.

Prayer Notes

Dear God,
You love us. (Place hands over heart.)
We love you! (Lift hands to the sky.)
We have faith in Jesus, too! (Make finger crosses with
pointer fingers.)
Amen.
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Make copies of the Coloring Page and place on a low table with
crayons and blank paper.

For Leaders
Jesus Teaches and Heals Coloring Page on page 102, crayons, and blank paper

Supplies
This center supports coloring skills. For toddlers.

Let’s Color Together
STORY:
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Jesus Teaches and Heals

Let’s Color Together
Caregivers, while you do this . . .
Encourage your child to color the images of Jesus, the people he taught, and the woman
he healed. Delight in their colorful creations!

Your child is learning this!
• When I color, I develop my fine motor skills.
• I also learn the names of colors.
• Coloring pictures of Jesus and the people helps me remember
Jesus spent time with many people.
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Create a cozy reading nook with pillows or cushions. Display the
Frolic First Bible and other books. Place letter blocks nearby. Point
out that H is for heal.

For Leaders
Frolic First Bible and other Frolic books, other books, letter blocks, and cushions or
pillows

Supplies
This center supports early literacy. For infants and toddlers.

Let’s Read Together
Jesus Teaches and Heals
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Let’s Read Together
Caregivers, while you do this . . .
Enjoy reading together. Point out letters on the blocks. Spell your names and other
words together.

Your child is learning this!
• When I hear you read, I learn about letters, sounds, and words.
• When I handle books, I am learning about features of books and
print.
• When I see letters that I can manipulate, I am learning about
letter sounds and words.
• When I hear God’s word from the Bible, I am learning to listen
to God.
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Place medical kits and dress-up clothes in the pretend play area.

For Leaders
Toddler play medical kits, dress-up clothes for nurses and doctors

Supplies
This center supports pretend play. For older infants and toddlers.

Doctor Care
STORY:
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Doctor Care
Caregivers, while you do this . . .
Listen to each other’s hearts. Check your ears. Heal a boo-boo or two. Get a vaccine.

Your child is learning this!
• When I pretend to be someone I am not, I understand the people in my world.
• When I heal others, I am being like Jesus!
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Print several copies of the kid outline. Draw red "boo-boos" on
the arms and legs of the kid outlines. Set out boo-boo kids and
bandages.

For Leaders
Kid outline from page 103, red markers, and adhesive bandages

Supplies
This center supports fine motor skills. For older infants and toddlers.

Boo-boo Bandages
Jesus Teaches and Heals
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Boo-boo Bandages
Caregivers, while you do this . . .
Help your child unwrap bandages. Put the bandages over the red "boo-boos." Kiss the
boo-boos better.

Your child is learning this!
• When I place bandages, I develop my fine motor skills and handeye coordination.
• When I kiss the boo-boos better, I learn how to care for others.
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Create an art area on a toddler-sized table.

For Leaders
Toddler-safe or wooden heart stamps, large stamp pads, and paper

Supplies
This center supports color and shape recognition. For older infants and toddlers.

God’s Love
STORY:
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God’s Love
Caregivers, while you do this . . .
Make pictures about God’s love together. As you stamp, give each heart the name of
someone God loves—a sister, brother, grandmother, or other family member.

Your child is learning this!
• When I stamp, I see different colors and learn their names. When
I stamp, I learn to recognize the heart shape.
• When I see all the people God loves, I know God loves
everyone!
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STORY:

Play “Jesus Loves Me.” Invite everyone to sway to the music and
sing along.

For Leaders
Music source, “Jesus Loves Me,” track 16 on the Frolic Faith Music CD

Supplies
This center supports emergent faith through music. For infants and toddlers.

Jesus Loves Me!
Jesus Teaches and Heals
Frolic Family Faith Class Leader Guide: New Testament © 2018 Sparkhouse. All rights reserved.

STORY:

STORY:

Jesus Teaches and Heals

Jesus Loves Me!
Caregivers, while you do this . . .
Hold your child in your arms or on your lap. Change the words to Jesus loves (insert
your child’s name) or Jesus loves you. Point to your child as you say these words.

Your child is learning this!
• When I am in your arms, I feel safe and loved.
• When I hear that Jesus loves me, I connect to Jesus’ teachings.
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Put animals and puppets in the basket. Place the basket on the
floor in the play area.

For Leaders
Assorted plush animals, doctor puppets, and a basket

Supplies
This center supports creative play. For infants and toddlers.

Dancing Doctors
STORY:
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Dancing Doctors
Caregivers, while you do this . . .
Pretend the animals are sick. After the animals are healed by the doctors, hold a dance
party in celebration.

Your child is learning this!
• When I help heal the animals and celebrate, I am using my
imagination.
• When I celebrate healing, I celebrate the work of Jesus.
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Set up a center to look like a mini-preschool.

For Leaders
Assorted school supplies such as puzzles, math manipulatives, paper, toddler markers,
and picture books

Supplies
This center supports pretend play. For older infants and toddlers.

Toddler Teachers
Jesus Teaches and Heals
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Toddler Teachers
Caregivers, while you do this . . .
Pretend to go to school together. Read, learn some letters, or do a puzzle. Take turns
being the teacher.

Your child is learning this!
• When I play school, I’m getting ready to go to school.
• When I learn from a teacher or pretend I am a teacher, I

remember that Jesus is a teacher.
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One woman got better
just by touching
Jesus' coat!
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