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When I was growing up, 
Advent officially began 
during the dessert course 
of Thanksgiving dinner. 
Now that may not be 
strictly true liturgically 
speaking, where at best, 
Advent would sometimes 
start officially a few days 
later on that following 
Sunday. But in the Foster 
household, our tradition 
was well-established. As 
the apple and pumpkin 
pies were being served, 

the stereo was turned 
on, the first of a familiar 
(and sacred) stack of 
Christmas 33 rpm vinyl 
records would drop and 
the slightly scratchy 
sounds of the season 
would be upon us.
It was a pretty 
predictable and well-
established playlist year 
after year: Mitch Miller, 
the Mormon Tabernacle 
Choir, Leonard 
Bernstein’s “The Joy of
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Home for Christmas 

Christmas,” and multiple versions of 
the Firestone Christmas Album that 
you could purchase each year for 99 
cents. “Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer, 
“I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus” and 
“Frosty the Snowman” mixed comfortably 
with Handel’s “Messiah,” “O Come, All 
Ye Faithful” and “Joy to the World.” And 
then there was Bing Crosby singing “I’ll Be 
Home for Christmas.”
First recorded in 1943, this melancholy 
Christmas favorite was sung from the 
perspective of a soldier serving overseas 
in World War II who longed to be back 
home with his family with all the familiar 
trappings.

I’ll be home for Christmas
You can plan on me

Please have snow and mistletoe
And presents by the tree

Christmas eve will find me
Where the love light gleams
I’ll be home for Christmas

If only in my dreams
Even as a boy, I could sense the power 
of that simple sentiment. As I grew into 
young adulthood and went off to college, 
that feeling became more personal. 
I couldn’t wait for the semester to be 
over and to have the chance to come 
back home to make (and eat) cookies, 
decorate the tree, drive around our 
neighborhood to see the Christmas lights, 
attend Christmas Eve services together 
and wake-up on Christmas morning to 
discover that even though I was now a 20-
year old, Santa had still come. 

When Holly and I got married and became 
parents, being “home for Christmas” 
changed locations from the Philadelphia 
suburbs where we had grown up and 
moved to Maryland. After being up to the 
wee hours of the morning with Christmas 
Eve services, we would spend Christmas 
day creating new traditions with our 
daughters Christine and Sara in our own 
home and either our parents would come 
to us or we would travel up to see them 
later that week.
There is nothing quite like being home for 
Christmas and the scriptures this time 
of year reinforce that theme for us in 
multiple ways. There’s Isaiah’s vision of 
God making a path for the exiles to return 
home; Mary & Joseph taking a road trip 
the “family home” in to Bethlehem; the 
Wisemen being warned in a dream to go 
home by another way. 
We invite you to come Home for 
Christmas with your church family at 
SPUMC, those of you who have never left, 
those who have been away for a while 
and all who long to experience the hope 
and the joy of God making a home with us 
this season.
 Rev. Ron

Send Us Your 
Christmas Card
We would love to be able to add it to the 
display boards in the Narthex beginning 
December 12. We enjoy all kinds of cards 
but especially love seeing you and your 
family’s smiling faces. 

(continued from page 1)
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Advent 2021
We invite you to be part of our “Home 
for Christmas” Advent season as fully as 
you are able. We will gather for worship 
each week at 8am, 9am & 10:30am 
with our Livestream worship still taking 
place at 10:30am. There are multiple 
special events planned for our whole 
church community, our young adults and 
our youth. And we have a variety of ways 
that you can engage in hands-on serving 
whether it be through the Angel Tree, 
the Intentional Acts of Kindness Project 
or Heaven’s Kitchen. Come Home for 
Christmas with your SPUMC family this 
year! 

Advent Worship
November	28
Memories of Home - Isaiah 40:1-11
December 5
Home Imporvements - Luke 3:1-18
December 12
Dreaming of a New Home - Luke 1:39-56
December 19
Home for Christmas - Luke 2:1-7
December 24 - Christmas Eve 
God Makes a Home Among Us
Luke 2:1-20 & John 1:1-14
December 26
Home Together - Christmas Afterglow
One service at 10:30am
January 2
Home By Another Way - Matthew 2:1-12

Signups and info: severnaparkumc.org/advent
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Christmas Eve Worship
4pm: Family Service | Livestream
• Christmas pageant featuring our 2nd 
graders
• Carols & glow stick candlelighting
• Brief Christmas message
7pm: Blended Christmas Service | 
Livestream
• Music led by our Worship Band & Brass 
Quintet
• Carols & Candlelighting
• Christmas Message by Rev. Ron
9pm: Traditional Christmas Service
• Music by Brass Quintet, Bells, & 
Christmas Choir
• Carols & Candlelighting
• Christmas Message by Rev. Ron
11pm: Traditional Christmas Service
• Music by Christmas Choir
• Holy Communion & Candlelighting
• Christmas Message by Rev. Byron

Candle Lighters
We would love for you and your family or 
friends to participate in Advent worship by 
lighting candles on Sundays in Advent. A 
script will be provided. Contact Rev. Lee 

for more info or to sign up. 
lferrell@severnaparkumc.org
Blue Christmas
The Christmas Season can be a hard time 
for those dealing with grief or loss, and 
this year might be even more difficult. 
You are invited to a service of healing and 
hope on Sunday, December 12 at 4pm in 
the Sanctuary, where we will reflectively 
celebrate Emmanuel, God with us.
Advent for Families
It is a very special SPUMC tradition 
that our 2nd graders are the stars in 
the Christmas Pageant during the 4pm 
Christmas Eve Service. We intentionally 
keep our pageants simple. There are no 
lines to memorize, and the costumes are 
provided. We will have our rehearsal on 
Sunday, December 19 at 12noon. There 
is a part for every child who wishes to 
participate and is able to attend. Please 
complete the online form by Sunday, 
December 5.
Check out our online Christmas 
Classroom to find some fun at-home 
activities for the entire Advent season. 
severnaparkumc.org/christmasclassroom
Poinsettias
Orders for poinsettias for decorating the 
sanctuary on Christmas Eve will begin on 
Sunday, December 5. Order forms will be 
available in the bulletin or at the Welcome 
Desk and can be turned in to the church 
office, or you may order online. Plants 
will be $15 each, and you may take them 
home with you following the 11pm service 
on Christmas Eve. All orders are due by 
December 15.
spumc.breezechms.com/form/poinsettia
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Events
S’music & S’mores
Join us for a festive evening of Christmas 
fun on Sunday, December 5 (rain date 
December 12) from 5-6:30pm! There will 
be a S’more & Hot Chocolate Bar, Live 
Music, Crafts, and a Live Nativity. All ages 
are invited to sign up for a 15-minute slot 
to play your favorite person/animal! We 
would also love a few volunteers to help 
with set up and clean up. 
Also, The Well, a nonprofit organization 
in Baltimore, is looking for children’s 
winter coats (new or gently used, size 5T 
& up), hats, and gloves. Please consider 
donating by bringing them with you to 
S’Music & S’Mores and placing them in 
the containers on the front porch!
ebenjamin@severnaparkumc.org
SPUMC Prime (Young Adults+) 
Christmas Gathering
All 20 & 30 somethings are invited to 
kick off a new fellowship group with a 
Christmas party on December 10, 6-8pm 
in Fellowship Hall. We’ll have food, games 
(including an ugly sweater contest), 
and a time to fellowship and reconnect. 
Childcare will be available. Please register 
online and bring your friends. 
If you would like to know more about the 
group or have questions, contact Rev. 
Narae. nkim@severnaparkumc.org
UMYF Christmas Party
Our Youth Fellowship will have their 
annual Christmas party and program on 
December 12 at 7pm.

 

Serve
Angel Tree
Every year, we support 
nearly a dozen different 
mission partners through 
our Angel Tree of Caring 
with gift card donations 
(Arundel House of Hope, 
the Clothing Ministry, and 
Heaven’s Kitchen) and 

personally wrapped gifts. 
Take a Tag: Stop by the front porch of 
the church. If you prefer to show your 
support online, visit the Angel Tree page 
where you can also find more information 
about the ministries we’re supporting. 
severnaparkumc.org/angeltree
Return a Gift: Physical gifts should be 
wrapped, labeled with the child’s name, 
and dropped off on the front porch under 
the Christmas tree by the date on the tag. 
Gift cards should be placed in an envelope 
labeled with the appropriate ministry and 
placed in the drop box on the wall near 
the main entrance by Christmas.
Intentional Acts of Kindness
Help us give away $10,000 as part of 
our 5th Intentional Acts of Kindness 
Advent project. During communion on 
December 5, you will have a chance to 
take a $100 bill from the altar and turn 
it into an intentional act of kindness. The 
only “rules” are: (1) You commit to being 
intentional about passing on this blessing 
and (2) You share the story with us of what 
you did. Many people choose to add to or 
multiply the $100 so it’s always exciting to 
see how far the blessings extend! 
ron@severnparkumc.org
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Reverse Advent Calendar Bags
Take a SPAN tote bag and fill it up with 
food items, toiletries, or personal hygiene 
items and return it at your convenience. 
We’ll get it to SPAN for you. The bags will 
supply our local food pantry for months to 
come. Our church contributed 250+ bags 
of food last Christmas, and we’re hoping 
for more this year!
Also, help is needed to move the bags 
to SPAN at 11:30am each Sunday in 
December. Let us know if you can help. 
Contact Francie with questions. 
fas925@gmail.com
SPAN Holiday Caring
SPAN will be collecting Christmas food 
baskets for those in need. Drop-off is 
at SPAN on Sunday, December 12. For 
shopping list and more information, email 
spanhelps@yahoo.com.
Christmas Eve Ushers
Please sign up to help usher for a service 
on Christmas Eve at 4, 7, 9, or 11pm. 
Sign-up sheet is on the board in the 
ushers’ closet.

Study
Advent Studies
Our Advent study follows the devotional 
book God Is Here and it has only just 
begun. There is still time to join. 
Rev. Lee leads a hybrid class on Mondays 
at 7pm starting November 29. 
Rev. Narae is teaching on Wednesdays, in-
person at 10:30am and by Zoom at 7pm 
starting December 1. 
Chip Graber leads a hybrid class on 
Thursdays at 7pm beginning December 2.
Advent Devotional Books & Videos
Advent devotional books, God Is Here 
by Casey Page Culbreth, are available to 
purchase using a link on the Advent page 
or by talking to Rev. Lee. 
We will also post a video on YouTube 
and Facebook of a member of our staff 
offering a brief devotion each weekday 
during Advent at 12noon. We hope you 
will use this guide to open yourself and 
your family to the joy of the Advent season.
facebook.com/severnaparkumc

Your Year-End Giving & 
Commitments Matter
Many thanks to everyone who has offered 
their whole hearts with their 2022 
commitments of resources and time. You 
can join the effort by filling out a card from 
the Welcome Desk this morning. We also 
encourage everyone to help us end 2021 
well by your generous year-end giving 
online, via cash or check or by making a 
stock donation. Many thanks! 
severnaparkumc.org/giving-options
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Youth News
SUPER 6th continues on a modified 
schedule for 6th graders and friends.
Sunday, Dec. 12 at 5pm -  Christmas 
Party (providing S’Music & S’Mores does 
happen on the 5th)
Sunday, January 16 at 5pm -  
Thanksgiving program postponed from 
earlier
Sunday, January 30 at 5pm - Winter 
Beach Party!!
UMYF continues almost every Sunday at 
7pm for youth in grades 7-12. Contact 
Rev. Lee for retreat info.
Sunday, Dec. 5 at 7pm - Program
Sunday, Dec. 12 at 7pm - “The True 
Meaning of Christmas”
Sunday, Dec. 19 at 7pm - Christmas Party 
Details to be announced!!
Sunday, Dec. 26 - NO MEETING!
ICU signups will begin Dec. 5. The groups 
will begin January 9 and run from 8:35-
9:15pm. Counselors will be present in the 
building. lferrell@severnaparkumc.org

Junior RRRs
From Diwali to Hanukkah to Christmas, 
many major faith traditions celebrate 
holidays throughout the winter. One thing 
they all have in common is finding light in 
the darkness, having abundant hope. Join 
us on December 9 at 4:30 to talk about 
the symbols of Advent and Christmas 
and what we have in common with other 
faith traditions. Cookies & crafting will be 

enjoyed! Please Register if you are not 
already on the class list.
spumc.breezechms.com/form/RRR_Jr
Visit the web page for more resources. 
severnaparkumc.org/jrrebels 

UMM Breakfast
The United Methodist Men will enjoy 
a time of breakfast and fellowship at 
7:30am on Saturday, December 11 
in Fellowship Hall and will feature a 
demonstration by Sean Wise on making & 
editing movies on iPhone/iPad with iMovie 
App.

Adults Loving Life 2022
The ALL planning committee has been 
busy preparing for 2022. Below are the 
plans for the first six months:
January 26 - Pastor Byron will be joining 
us with a presentation
February 23 - Lynn Roxy Gambrill with her 
“Mississippi River Show”
March 16 - Dutch Apple Dinner Theatre 
“Singin in the Rain”
April 27 - Mary Ann Jung as “Rosie the 
Riveter”
May 18 - Do or Die Mystery Dinner Theatre 
at Hella’s Restaurant
Jun. 15 - ”New Day Tour” to Richmond, VA
Save the dates. Additional information to 
follow.

Want to Help Usher?
We are looking for people to join our usher 
teams! Teams serve 3 or 4 months of the 
year, and your schedule can be flexible. 
Please contact Jim, if interested.
jrburkhart2@yahoo.com
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Confirmation Classes
Classes for both the 7th and 8th 
graders will begin mid-January!
Orientation for parents and youth – 
Tuesday, January 18, 7pm
First class – Tuesday, February 1 at 
4:30pm
Confirmation education prepares our 
youth for full membership in the United 
Methodist Church. Classes are led 
mostly by Rev. Ron, Rev. Narae, and 
Rev. Lee. They cover all the important 
topics like God, Jesus, the Bible, Church, 

Worship, Sacraments, Prayer, Mission 
& Service, and what it means to be a 
United Methodist. We promise to make 
it fun and interesting!
We will send a targeted letter to those 
families in our database. If you want to 
be sure to be included, please an email 
Rev. Lee.
A separate class for unconfirmed senior 
highs will be held on Sunday mornings 
as the schedule permits. Please let Lee 
know if your youth is interested.
lferrell@severnaparkumc.org

http://severnaparkumc.org

